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| EASTER in JERUSALEM 


With Our Church Travel Club 
Sailing February 21—S. S. “Mauretania” 


Pleasure and Study Tours to Europe 


WORLD ACQUAINTANCE TOURS 
51 W. 49th St.. Box R, New York, N. Y. 
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The Christian 
Annual for 1928 


Ready for delivery about 
January 1, 1928 


Price, $1.00 Cash With Order 
ORDER TODAY 
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There are very few things in this world 
worth having which can be had cheaply. 
What we have come to call the strenuous 
life is essential to all acquisition. One can- 
not get his living for the asking; he must 
work for his living. Why should it require 
less persistency and alertness to find a God 
than is necessary to find a dollar? I once 
heard a young man remark that the name of 
God had lost to him all significance. When, 
however, he was asked whether his interests, 
reading, and companionships had been such 
as to keep the spiritual life real and near, 
he was frank enough to answer that he had 
never given a thought to such matters for 
years. He had been living in quite another 
world, but he fancied that if religion were 
real, it would somehow break into his world 
by force—Francis G. Peabody. 
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If only it were not so difficult; if only the 
temptations were not so hampering; if only 
I could get freer from my limitations, how 
much higher the soul would rise! Are you 
quite sure? Have you ever seen a kite with 
a broken string? It is released from the 
strain that held it to earth, but it does not 
soar higher and higher, it comes down, 
broken, battered, to the earth. The very 
restraining pull of the string that bound it 
to earth was one element in its flight. Some 
of us know it is equally true that the tug 
and strain of the flesh is one element in the 
uplift of the soul towards God.—W. Charter 
Piggott. 








EARN $25 WEEKLY SPARE TIME 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Ex- 
perience unnecessary. Details FREE. 
Press Syndicate, 1306, St. Louis, Mo. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Isaac Cox, North Webster, Indiana. 

George B. Smith, 2331 Ashland Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Bert Page, Kirklin, Indiana. 

J. A. Angel, Kerrville, Texas. 

Guernsey Stephens, R. R. 5, Muncie, Indiana. 

W. M. Sooter, Jr., Letts, Iowa. 

F. C. Lester, Waverly, Virginia. 

L. F. Johnson, 131 Mountain Way, Rutherford, New 
Jersey. 

F. F. "anand, 523 W. Eighth St., Muncie, Indiana. 
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BETTER—FINER—MORE COMPLETE THAN EVER BEFORE 
The 1928 Scripture Text Calendars are ready. Thousands of Churches and Agents will 


this year want more than ever before. 


In addition to the 13 beautiful Sacred Pictures, the 


daily Scripture Verse, the Sunday-school lesson, and other regular features, are added this 
year four new features listed below. The 1928 Calendars are the last word in a home 


calendar—a joy in every home. 


Selling Scripture Text Calendars is a dignified way of raising money. Pastors of lead- 
ing Churches the country over endorse and recommend our many sales plans. For 14 
years Churches and Agents the country over have raised money following our successful 
selling plans—making from $25 to $500. 
Calendars are printed in English, German, Swedish, Spanish, Italian, Norwegian, Polish 
and Japanese languages, but all foreign languages from a special edition with pictures 


printed in duo-color process. 


WE SHOW YOU HOW TO 
SELL 


Our many successful sell- 
ing plans and campaigns 
that have been used so suc- 
cessfully for years. will 
help you sell to practically 
every home in your com- 
munity. Plans for Sunday- 
school classes, Ladies’ Aid, 
Young People’s Society, etc. 


18 FAMOUS PAINTINGS 


The 13 famous Sacred 
Paintings, beautifully re- 
produced in many colors, 
alone are worth many 
times the low cost of the 
calendar. They represent 
what is best and most re- 
fined in Sacred Art. 


WONDERFUL VALUE 


Were it not for the fact 
that Scripture Text Calen- 
dars are produced in mil- 
lion lots, they would have 
to sell at much higher 
prices. Think of getting so 
much for only 30 cents— 
you can readily see why 
everybody is 80 well 
pleased. 








FOUR NEW EXCLUSIVE 
FEATURES 


1. How to read the Bible 
through in a year with an 
assignment for each day’s 
reading morning and night. 

2. Three Months Calen- 
dar on each page. Added 
to our monthly calendar 
with the big figures and 
Scripture Text for each day 
are too small monthly cal- 
endars for the month pre- 
ceding and following the 
current month. 

3. A full description of 
each beautiful picture—of 
— value to young and 
old. 

4 The phases of the 
moon are shown on the day 
they occur. 


Spreading God’s Word 

By placing the 1928 
Scripture Text Calendar in 
every home in the com- 
munity, you are performing 
a truly great work—paying 
you big dividends both 
morally and financially. 








SPECIAL PRICHS 


See how you can profit 
by placing the Gospel in 
every home in your com- 
munity. 


Quan- 
tity 


Calen- Sell 


dars Cost for Profit 
100 ....$17.00 $30.00 $13.00 
200 .... 32.00 60.00 28.00 
250 .... 40.00 75.00 35.00 
300 .... 45.00 90.00 45.00 


Larger quantity rates on 
application. 

The retail price is 86c 
each. Terms: cash with or- 
der to individuals. Calen- 
dars not returnable. 


IDEAL GIFT 


Nothing could be more 
appropriate as a gift at 
Christmas time than one of 
these Scripture Text Calen- 
dars. Small quantities for 
this purpose: 


Single Copies, 30c; 5 
$1.40; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 50, 
$310.00. All prices slightly 
higher in Canada. 


1928 CALENDARS READY—PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 
Don’t wait! Place your order for a full supply. Our experience has been that the 
greater portion of calendars are sold in advance of the New Year. Hundreds of Churches 
and Agents have found that the demand grows greater from year to year, and as our 
supply is limited, we urge you to estimate how many you can sell and rush your order. 


SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUE 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N - - 219 S. Ludlow St. - - Dayton, Ohio 
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Christian Unity Number 


Prayer for Unity 


GOD, who has made of one blood all the nations of man- 

kind, so that all are children and members one of an- 

other, how is it that we are so slow to trace the family 
likeness, so reluctant to claim our common kinship? We pray 
thee, O our God, to make the peoples one. 

We pray for the Church of Christ so broken, scattered, and 
dismembered, that none would think we followed all one Lord 
and held a common faith. Purge away the vanity, intolerance, 
and unforgiving spirit which keep us far apart. May the 
seamless robe not be utterly rent, nor the body any longer 
broken. 

We pray that since man’s need is one, we all may find the 
one way to thee, the one God. Forbid that in our highest- 
things we should find fellowship impossible. May the Spirit 
of Christ break down all barriers and answer the desire of m~ “ = 
all nations. Amen. ‘ BS ZF 

—W. E. Orchard, in The Christiage ay 
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READING from left to right: 


See editorial appreciation on another page. 








has written the Christian Endeavor notes for The Herald. 
D.'D., for four years the author of our Sunday-school lessons. 
Gilbert, who for almost seven years has prepared the Prayer Page. 
new merger plan, their splendid work for these departments will close with this volume. 


Rev. A. B. Kendall, D. D., who for eight years 


Rev. W. P. Fletcher, | 
Professor Ernest D. | 
On account of the | 





We are indebted to Chairman Coffin and 
his Commission on Christian Unity for hav- 
ing planned and secured the Christian Unity 
material which appears in this issue and for 
some other which will appear in later issues. 
The Christian Unity period next month 
ought to call out many carefully prepared 
sermons and other consideration of the pres- 
ent day phases of this subject, especially as 
they pertain to our own church. 


In the death of Rev. J. D. Wicker, of San- 
ford, North Carolina, on December 10, our 
church in the Southland loses one of its old- 
est and best known ministers. He was of 
sterling Christian qualities, of vigorous mil- 
itant faith, and an ever faithful servant in 
the ministry. 

Our church at Franklin, Virginia, Rev. Jo- 
seph Fix pastor, is holding weekly church 
night programs in which all departments of 
the church work are being emphasized dur- 
ing a period of three months. Brother Fix 
has enlisted over a hundred of his parish- 
ioners in this project. 

The felicitations of The Herald and of his 
many friends in the church are with Rev. 
Paul Kershner, pastor at Conneaut, Ohio, in 
his marriage to Miss Eunice Dennie Burr, 
on December 17. They will be at home in 
the parsonage at Conneaut after January 1, 
and our happiest good wishes attend them. 

Dr. C. H. Rowland, Greensboro, North 
Carolina, was elected chairman of the 
Board of Christian Education of the South- 
ern Christian Convention, December 6, at 
the meeting held in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Miss Pattie Coghill will be continued as field 
secretary and aggressive work is being 
planned. 

Considerable enthusiasm is being mani- 
fested in the Franklinton College offering 
which is a very worthy cause. Some church- 
es and individuals have already sent in their 
offerings to Home Mission Secretary Sparks, 





and many others plan for a good offering on 
Christmas Day. Churches which have not 
already done so should follow their example. 


The Clearville Church, Rays Hill and 
Southern Pennsylvania Conference, recently 
purchased the building vacated by the Re- 
formed Church, in a much better location, 
and the same will be rededicated January 1, 
1928. Rev. A. R. Webb supplies this church 
in connection with his work at Everett, 
Pennsylvania. 

West Union, Miami Ohio Conference, Rev. 
S. M. Woods pastor, held a most successful 
fathers’ and sons’ banquet on the evening of 
December 15, on which occasion Messrs. O. 
S. Walker, D. W. Mikesell, and Guy C. Hon- 
eyman, of Dayton, were guests of honor, and 
Mr. Hermon Eldredge, of the Department of 
Christian Education, was the principal 
speaker. 


Word has come under date of December 
17 that Dr. and Mrs. Woodworth were at 
that time well on their way toward the coast 
to embark for Japan on December 28. They 
stopped over at Red Cloud, Nebraska, with 
Rev. and Mrs. C. G. Nelson on Sunday, De- 
cember 18, speaking there morning and eve- 
ning and holding an afternoon service on the 
same day at Olive Hill Church. 


We are very happy to see that the special 
Christmas services in many of our churches 
have laid chief emphasis upon the Christ 
and the real Christmas message. For sev- 
eral years past Santa Claus almost crowded 
out the Christ even in the programs given 
by Sunday-schools. But the tide has turned 
in the other direction, the programs which 
we have seen from many of our schools and 
churches being beautiful in their conception 
of what Christmas programs should be. 

Our well known Rev. Fredrick Cooper, of 
Iowa, has just accepted a call to the church 
at Warren, Indiana, and will take charge of 
the field March 1. Brother Cooper is one of 





LIBERTY 








DECEMBER 29, 1927 


our strongest men of the West, a good pul- 
piteer, and a hard worker, and is of deeply 
evangelistic spirit, so it would seem that 
surely he will prove a capable leader for 
this important point. We hope also that he 
will find the atmosphere of our Hoosier con- 
stituency to be most congenial and happy in- 
deed. 

Rev. R. W. Page has just closed a four 
weeks’ meeting with his church at Pullman, 
Mich., in which there were very fine results. 
Twenty-one heads of families and _ five 
young people united with the church, and 
much other good was accomplished. When 
Brother Page took charge of this church a 
few months ago it was quite weak, but al- 
ready some improvements have been made 
on the building and there are many other 
indications that things are moving in a hope- 
ful way. 


An all-day service was held at the Bee 
Ridge Church, near Brazil, Indiana, on No- 
vember 2, celebrating the completion of 
extensive improvements made in the church 
building. This work was made possible by 
the provisions of the will of the late Brother 
Fred Miller, a faithful member of the 
church whose work in a most sure way will 
thus follow him for many years to come. At 
the afternoon service the pastor, Rev. James 
W. Conlin, was ordained. He has been work- 
ing with this church for a number of years 
and is also the principal of the Mecca High 
School. 

What promises to be a most important 
meeting touching Christian unity is to be 
held at Cleveland, January 20-22. This 
Church Comity Conference expects to ap- 
proach the subject with larger freedom than 
was possible at the Lausanne Conference, for 
it will not have so many complicating situa- 
tions with which to deal. Whatever may be 
true with reference to the churches of Chris- 
tendom, with their vast differences of tradi- 
tions and nationalities, it certainly ought to 
be true that the Protestant churches of 
America have reached that stage of enlight- 
enment in which they can approach the 
question of division in a more practical and 
fruitful way than was done at Lausanne. At 
least this is the hope. So important will be 
this gathering that we trust that a number 
of our own leaders may be present. Those 
attending should plan to be also at the meet- 
ing of the Federal Council which holds its 
sessions in the same city, January 238, 24. 
Both of these gatherings are of real impor- 
tance. 

A program of the Ohio Pastors’ Conven- 
tion, to be held under the auspices of the 
Ohio Council of Churches at Columbus, Jan- 
uary 23-26, has just reached us. We have 
already spoken of the highly important 
character which this annual affair has come 
to hold in the church outlook and spirit of 
this State, and we want here only to add 
two things. First, we want to say that the 
program more than comes up to our expec- 
tation, and we see no reason why any pas- 
tor who is able to attend this convention this 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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How Far Have 


HE Church of Jesus Christ is now in a peculiar 
- state of flux on the unity question which demands 

of us of the Christian denomination that we care- 
fully hold our heads. People are getting so impatient with 
the present highly unsatisfactory and even disgraceful 
state of denominational cleavage that they are soon going 
to demand that something be done about it—and the de- 
mand will be all the more vigorous because of the inertia 
and even the downright opposition of that element in the 
church who see no reason for any change. It is a very 
much larger element than some seem to think, and it can 
do very much more to block any unity movement than 
the enthusiastic unionists believe possible. Under such 
conditions, it behooves us of the Christian Church to be 
very sure that we ourselves, who have always wanted to 
be pioneers in matters of unity, are ready for any lead- 
ing which the Lord may make manifest. How far have 
we ourselves yet to go before we are ready for any re- 
alignment of Christian forces which may be imminent? 


N the first place we ought not to deceive ourselves with 
reference to our own unpreparedness for union. Our 
own enterprises are not in the shape which they should be 
when we carry them over into a united church. If the un- 
ion is to be anything desirable or worth while, it must be 
with some church or churches that are aggressive in their 
denominational activities, that believe in missions and 
church extension and colleges and give them strong finan- 
cial support, and that have an educated and progressive 
ministry and strong and growing churches. It will be hu- 
miliating to us if we cannot bring to such a union a people 
and institutions of a like spirit. This means, if it means 
anything at all, that many of our pastors and churches 
must tone themselves up most decidedly along these lines. 
Men and women are excusing themselves from giving, on 
the ground that there is duplication of effort and that 
there are too many denominations. Even men high in 
our ministry and in the leadership of our church seem in- 
clined to evade the perplexing financial situations of our 
own work by talking union. Such a course on the part 
of either our ministers or laymen will only further 
weaken our conference and denominational enterprises 
and make them more unfit for a worthy union. Our men, 
both ministers and laymen, who believe in union should 
grasp the fact that they can best hasten it by putting our 
own work and our own institutions in the best possible 
shape, and just as quickly as possible. In no other way 
will our work and institutions be in such condition that 
we can honorably offer them as the contribution of the 
Christian Church to a combined effort with other denomi- 





We Yet to Go? 


nations. Let us hasten union, but let us see to it that our 
church is in praiseworthy shape to come into it. 


UR church still has some way to go in the matter of 

intellectual freedom also. We have so long talked 
ahout our beautiful Principles that we have sometimes 
failed to realize that one can be just as dogmatic and 
just as unprepared for the larger Christian vision and 
fellowship under them as under a written creed unless he 
uses utmost care to keep his mind broad and his spirit 
sweet. It is not enough to grant other people the right 
to believe as they please while we claim for ourselves that 
same right. Under that principle, we may be as irritably 
dogmatic as any man of the creed churches—and we have 
had all too many instances of this kind. The true spirit 
of Christian unity lies far down underneath any such 
liberty as that and finds its sources in the conviction that 
modes and methods and dogmas lose all of their differen- 
tiating significance in the larger and far finer loyalties 
to Jesus Christ. This is the thing which our preachers 
and teachers should be making plain to our people. They 
should make them and the world understand that the real 
principles upon which our liberty is based underlie our 
worded Principles and are bedded in the very nature of 
Jesus Christ and his gospel. As we make that truth 
clear to ourselves and others we will be hastening that 
union which we all desire, and will be preparing ourselves 
and others to live together and work together in the 
sweet bonds of fellowship when once it is consummated. 
The very emergencies of our times are hastening events 
along much faster than some have yet apprehended. Up- 
on this irresistible tide will unquestionably be carried 
some sort of union among the followers of Jesus 
Christ. It would be a most unfortunate and un- 
happy union indeed if it were effected on anything 
less than this deeper and clearer understanding of the 
gospel as its basis of fellowship—-unfortunate and unhap- 
py indeed if it were consummated upon even our own 
Principles legalistically interpreted. They must be only 
symbols and assurances, not of every man’s right to be- 
lieve according to the dictates of his own conscience, but 
of that larger and deeper liberty of the spirit and under- 
standing of Jesus Christ which measures our own and 
our brother’s Christian integrity not by intellectual be- 
liefs but by heart loyalties and motivations. A clear ap- 
prehension of this is one of the most crying needs of the 
Church and the world right now—and maybe of our own 
church also. In measure as we can teach ourselves and 
other Christians this deeper fellowship will we be has- 
tening the day of lasting union. 








An Appreciation 


OW and then there come occasions when one feels utterly 

incapable of giving any adequate expression of his feelings. 

Such an occasion is now upon the editor of this periodical. With 
this issue there comes to a close—at least for the present—the work 
of three of the departments which not only have been leading fea- 
tures of this paper but which also have carried with them the most 
pleasing and gratifying kind of personal relations. 

Under the new merger plan, the magazine number of The Her- 
ald, combining The Christian Missionary and The Journal of Chris- 
tian Education, will give the Sunday-school and Christian En- 
deavor lesson comments which have been appearing in The Journal. 
Hence it would hardly seem necessary to continue the Sunday- 
school lesson notes which The Herald has carried from the pen 
of Dr. W. P. Fletcher and the Christian Endeavor notes from the 
pen of Dr. A. B. Kendall—their lessons for last Sunday having 
appeared in our issue of December 15. And on account of the 
limited space which will be in the regular weekly issues of The 
Herald under the new plan, it seems almost necessary to give up the 
Prayer Page, which was begun with the first issue of The Herald 
under the present editor, written at first by Dr. M. T. Morrill and 
since his death, nearly seven years ago, by Professor Ernest D. 
Gilbert. It is a special cross to the editor to have to give up this 
Prayer Page, as it was his own idea in the first place, and has been 
entirely distinctive from anything The Herald has ever before car- 
ried in all of its history, and has been executed with such admirable 
skill by both of the gifted men who have furnished it. 

Those who have never tried such a task have little idea of how 
taxing becomes the responsibility of having to prepare week by 
week through the year such pages as those which these three men 
have for so many years furnished. Simply to select the poems 
and the illustrations which they have used in such abundance and 
in such good taste grows to be, over such a long period of time, a 
real drain upon one’s resources. And the enforced regularity of 
writing, whether one is in a mood to do so or not, is a real test 
at times on anyone. Yet these men did all of this, and did it ad- 
mirably well, for years—Dr. Kendall for eight years, Professor 
Gilbert for nearly seven, and Dr. Fletcher for four. And they did 
it gladly as a work of love, and without pay. Rarely have we 
been able to give them even a very meager honorarium. We fear 
that the brotherhood has not half appreciated what such work has 
meant, nor been half grateful enough to these men for the long 
and faithful service which they have thus given. 

The editorial assistant, Miss Wheatley, has for years largely had 
charge of the copy for these and other departments; and so she 
has shared with the editor the delightful fellowship which this 
work has privileged us to have with these three men, and wishes 
to join with the editor in this public expression of our profound 
appreciation of their unfailing thoughtfulness and courtesy and 
of the invaluable service which they have rendered to us and to 
our readers. It pains us deeply to let loose of this pleasant rela- 
tionship. We shall greatly miss them and their warm and cheery 
letters week by week. We make this public acknowledgment of 
their long and painstaking and talented service with a biting con- 
sciousness of how inadequately this recompenses such work as 
they have given. But we do hope that they will find a real and 
satisfying compensation in the fact that there has been a multi- 
tude of men and women—many of whom have spoken it and many 
more of whom have been silent—who have been informed and in- 
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spired and enriched by what they have written. These all join us 
of the editorial office in grateful and lasting appreciation. 


A New Situation 


ANY people always find it hard to grasp the fact that, 
M through transition, some old familiar thing has really be- 

come new, requiring a readjustment of thought and attitude 
towards it. It is the more difficult to grasp this fact if the thing 
has retained its old name and familiar outlines. Because this is 
true The Herald believes it needful that the membership of our 
churches everywhere be carefully instructed that, while our General 
Convention office is seemingly the same thing it has been for years, 
yet in a most essential sense it has become a new thing—one which 
requires a new attitude on the part of our churches. 

Always the Convention office was central to the very life of 
our denomination. It kept all of the departments and activities 
tied up together and gave them that cohesion and coherence which 
made us a church. It always had activities many and varied, and 
performed functions vital to our denominational life. But now 
that the new budget has been adopted and the Board of Finance 
brought into existence, and all of this is made to function through 
the Convention office, that office takes on a new and vastly in- 
creased importance in the life of our denomination. All depart- 
ments of the church must look to it in a new way for financial 
direction and resources to carry on their work. Every conference 
has a new and greatly increased interest in the Convention office 
through its budget quota and its responsibility to see that that 
quota is allocated to and raised among its churches. And every 
local church has a new cause for an increased sense of its own 
relationship to the Convention; for now its own budget offerings 
for benevolences will go through the Convention office. Thus it is 
made plain that the Convention becomes increasingly important. 

This change certainly makes evident to any thinking person 
that there will inevitably be a greatly increased amount of work 
falling upon the Convention as this new system is gotten under 
way. And of course all this means that the Convention office 
simply must have enlarged capacities for taking care of this work 
or else the work itself will be crippled in a way that will seriously 
affect every department and the cause of our church in general. 
This would be a deplorable thing indeed. Our churches simply 
must not permit it to happen. The Convention must be given the 
resources and the facilities to do its new and greatly enlarged 
work with the largest possible amount of efficiency. 

Now all of this surely makes plain the fact that the Conven- 
tion office simply must have better financial backing from our 
churches than it has had in the past. Heretofore far too many 
pastors and churches have looked upon the Convention offering as 
a rather unimportant and subsidiary thing. They stressed other 
offerings, but almost any little amount would do for the Conven- 
tion. A few dollars was thought of as big for this purpose. But 
this will not longer do. The Convention must have an offering 
commensurate with the greatly enlarged work which it now has 
to do—in order that it may have funds with which to finance its 
work of promoting the budget, as well as the many other lines of 
activity which it must carry. And every pastor should see to it 
that his church is made to realize this fact and is prompted to do 
its full share in its January offering towards a greatly enlarged 
fund for the Convention. It is an occasion for some readjusted 
thinking and much increased giving. 


The Trend of Events 


Is Justice to Be Sacrificed to Liquor? 


Many good citizens of Ohio keenly feel that the State has been 
disgraced by the outcome of a trial in Cincinnati in which a notori- 
ous criminal has been on trial for the killing of his wife, the mur- 
der being deliberate and confessed. The reputation of this man 
Remus smelled to high heaven. Formerly a lawyer in Chicago, he 


had become one of the most notorious bootleggers in this country, 





and had served a term in the federal penitentiary on this account. 
Other things had added to the unsavory character of his standing 
as a man and a citizen. The murder was committed a few weeks 
ago. The trial, which lasted for weeks, immediately became a 
headliner; and because of the disreputable conduct of the prisoner, 
who acted as lawyer in his own defense, it holds perhaps a unique 
place in the courtroom records of this country. The plea of the 























defense was that of “momentary insanity”; and Ohio’s sense of 
shame comes from the fact that the jury, after only a few minutes 
of deliberation, brought in an acquittal with signs of jubilation 
that ought to disqualify any jury. Members of the jury did not 
hesitate to make it known that they were “with the prisoner from 
the very first” and that they did not intend to see him further 
mistreated. 

The bootlegging record of the prisoner, his reiterated plea that 
prohibition had caused his downfall and was responsible for the 
murder, together with the very obvious attitude of at least some 
of the jurors to the prohibition and liquor phase of the question, 
make unquestionable the fact that the whole trial linked itself up 
with the liquor fight. The fact that Remus was a conspicuous 
representative of the lawless liquor element doubtless had most to 
do with his acquittal. His bitter diatribes against prohibition 
thrilled such a jury and made a hero out of him to the wet element 
of a very wet city. It is hard to believe that anything else could 
have led to such an outrageous perversion of justice. There is 
perhaps not an intelligent and unbiased citizen in this State who 
honestly believes that the murderer was insane at the time of his 
act—and immediately that the jury found him not guilty, on the 
ground of insanity, he and his attorneys started legal processes to 
prove that he is no longer insane and should be entitled to as 
free a liberty as any man in the State. This phase of the case 
has not yet been decided, but it will be difficult indeed for the court 
to do other than turn him loose as a vulture upon society. 

Such humiliating facts should force two burning convictions 
into the hearts of the American people. The first is that our 
whole criminal jurisprudence is so constructed that it is capable of 
being easily diverted into an incredible farce. It is simply un- 
thinkable that full-grown men would be guilty of such boy-play 
as that which emasculates justice in many of our criminal trials. 
The onus of it rests upon the legal profession, which has our juris- 
prudence almost entirely within its own making; and upon the 
American bar falls the stigma and shame of it until a new system 
of justice is devised for the better protection of society and more 
in keeping with modern intelligence. 

The second burning conviction for the meditation of American 
citizens is the number of instances which evidence how the liquor 
element is jeopardizing our institutions in their fight against pro- 
hibition. Even our courts of justice are not secure. Juries, and 
sometimes even the judges themselves, deliberately render out- 
landish verdicts simply and only to “get even” with the prohibi- 
tion which they despise. It seems that no depth of criminality is 
too repugnant to claim the protecting care of some of our courts 
and some of our juries if they can thus take a swat at prohibition. 
The spread of such a spirit is bound to wreck our democrary unless 
the good people of this nation put an early end to it. 


The After Costs of War 

It needs no argument to persuade people now living that wars 
are terribly costly affairs. We are speaking now of purely mone- 
tary costs. The people of almost every nation are now struggling 
under such heavy taxation heaped upon them by the Great War 
that they are painfully aware of the cost of warfare. But most 
people think of wars as being costly only when they actually hap- 
pen and for the time during which they are happening. It would 
be highly conducive to their enlightenment if they should gather 
the statistics of what it is costing the nations, and particularly 
their own nation, in preparation for wars which may or may not 
ever happen. The cost of building navies, of maintaining armies, 
of stocking up with munitions of war and keeping up processes of 
training, are almost inconceivably great. 

But after wars happen there are still other tremendous ex- 
penses, one of which in this country has been that of pensions. 
The United States began paying pensions in 1790, and since that 
time it has distributed more than $7,000,000,000 for pensions alone. 
Last year it paid out $200,000,000 for this purpose. The federal 


pension bill of the Civil War up to date has amounted to $6,784,- 
920,604. For the Revolutionary War, $70,000,000 was paid in pen- 
sions, for the war with Mexico more than $57,000,000, the War of 
1812 more than $46,000,000, and the Indian wars $29,000,000. 
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These pensions still continue. There are 105,926 Civil War sol- 
diers and 223,880 Civil War widows. There are nine soldiers still 
living from the war with Mexico and over one thousand widows 
from that war. From the Spanish-American War we have 122,182 
soldiers left and 17,871 widows. And of course there will be an 
unthinkable amount of pension relief to supply in the years to 
come for the veterans of the Great War. 

No one would deny the worthy and needy soldier the relief 
which he and his family need, and our nation would be ungrateful 
if it failed to supply their honest wants. But all of this tre: 
mendous outlay of money must be taken into consideration when 
we are talking about the costs of war. 

Valuable Booklets on Applied Christianity. 

The George H. Doran Company has rendered a real service to 
the cause of world peace and of Christian social and industrial 
relations, by putting into a low-priced booklet form certain of the 
writings of Sherwood Eddy and Kirby Page. Both of these authors 
are so eminently well known in religious circles that they need 
neither introduction nor commendation here. It is one of the strange 
anomalies of our times, and a symptom of a most aggravated form 
of war phobia, that both of these gentlemen have been anathema- 
tized as dangerously “red” by some of those self-appointed patriots 
who damn with such charges every one with whom they do not 
agree. But the readers of The Herald are too well acquainted with 
the kind of Christian brotherhood and world peace which Mr. 
Eddy and Mr. Page preach to be frightened away from them by 
any such malicious slander. Hence they will welcome the fact that 
some of their writings are being placed in these attractive pamph- 
lets at a price which makes it possible to give them a large circu- 
lation in men’s classes and other such group. Number 12 of the 
Christianity and Industry Series and Number 14 of Christianity 
and World Problems Series are just before us. The first is “Reli- 
gion and Social Justice” by Mr. Eddy, and the second, “Dollars and 
World Peace” by Mr. Page—who by the way is the editor of The 
World Tomorrow, a publication of most virile and worth-while com- 
ment upon our present world situation. Both of these booklets are 
up to the widely recognized high standard of these authors and 
we hope that many of our readers will secure them for themselves 
and friends. They each conatin ninety-six pages and sell for fifteen 
cents the copy. Order from Kirby Page, 347 Madison Ave., New 
York City. 

om) 


Perhaps there are few pastors or laymen who are deeply in- 
terested in the application of Christianity to social and industrial 
conditions who are not greatly perplexed to know just how they 
and their churches can be of any real practical service along these 
lines. They simply do not know what to do and how to go about 
it. Especially is this true when any bungling on their part may 
do more harm than good; for the labor problem is a most delicate 
one on both sides of the question and the misguided can easily do a 
lot of injury to both it and the Church. To help answer the per- 
plexity the Commission on the Church and Social Service of the 
Federal Council has prepared a little handbook of suggestions on 
“What Your Church Can Do in Social Service and Industrial Re- 
lations”. It will prove a very timely and sane guide, and, if 
followed, will enable many a pastor and church to become a real 
and helpful factor in one of the grave Christian problems of this 
day. We highly recommend its use. The booklet may be had at 
five cents per copy from the Federal Council at 105 East 22d 
Street, New York City. 

oa 

Prizes in the amounts of $500, $800, and $200 in cash, and gold, 
silver, and bronze medals are to be awarded in a Declamation Con- 
test on the Outlawry of War which is being initiated in this coun- 
try and which closes on World Goodwill Day, May 18, 1928. Nearly 
a hundred outstanding educational and church leaders in all parts 
of the country constitute the sponsoring committee. The contestants 
must be of high school age. Full particulars may be secured from 
Dr. S. L. Gulick, 105 East 22d Street, New York City. We hope 
many of our young people will enter this contest. 





The Purposes of the Christian Unity Period 


By Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D. 


Chairman of the Commission on Christian Unity 


—_ period from January 9 to February 6, 1928, is set apart in the calendar of the church 
activities for an emphasis on Christian Unity. The purposes to be served are: 


Gg 1. To put the hearts and energies of our people into perfect unity with the spirit and 
purpose of Christ. A complete unity with Christ is the only possible basis, or even hope, of 
unity with others. 


@q 2. To devote ourselves to penitence and prayer for our own prejudices and the quickening 
of our appreciation of all fellow-Christians. It should be to each a period of self-discovery 
and self-improvement in Christian fraternity. 


q@q 3. To study and pray so intensely over the needs of our day for the way of Christ in all 
things and the common welfare of the Kingdom of God that the great task may challenge us 
and God’s spirit prompt us to a negligence of our minor differences. 


@q 4. To draw our own people East, West, North, and South into a more complete program 
of co-operation such as we idealize among others in our theories of Christian Unity. 


@q 5. To develop a more generous spirit and larger he]pfulness to other churches in our 
own community and to make ourselves, wherever we may be located, a factor for unification in 
all community life. How can we love unity with others whom we have not seen if we love not 
a sister church whom we have seen? 


@q 6. To launch special study of the progress and programs of all co-operative movements 
of the Kingdom, discover our place of responsibility in them and for them, and begin immedi- 
ate efforts to discharge the same. 


qq 7. To inaugurate a system of education and training which will lead childhood away from 
the prejudices which have hampered the past. If this is not done the period will have failed in 
its most strategic possibility. 


@q 8. To vision further steps to be taken in the interest of Christian Unity and co-operation, 
study the methods by which they may be accomplished, and enlist our whole church in effect- 
ing them. 


Gg 9. To distribute literature, circulate our periodicals, educate through the church school, 
young people’s organizations, sermons, prayer meetings, women’s organizations, men’s groups, 
etc., toward a closer affiliation of all Christian agencies. 


@Q 10. To close the period with a substantial offering for the support of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America and the maintenance of our membership therein, and to 
make possible the promotional work for union as authorized by the General Convention and 
conducted by the Commission on Christian Unity. 














THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Why This Waste? 





BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 


URING the life of our Lord upon the 
D earth he taught us the difference be- 

tween losses that were assets and 
losses that were liabilities. A woman poured 
sweet ointment out upon Jesus. The prac- 
tical men standing about thought it an aw- 
ful loss, but Jesus pointed out that it was 
an investment that would bring dividends. 
On the other hand he taught us, “What 
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his life?’ In another place 
he tells his disciples to “gather up the brok- 
en pieces that nothing be lost”. Certainly 
it seems as though to have the Church of 
Jesus broken up into denominational pieces 
is a loss that is a woeful liability. 

It is an economic loss. We put our nerve 
and blood and brain into our money, and so 
it should be sacred to us. We have no right 
to waste it even for apparently good things. 
Millions of dollars into which men and wom- 
en have put great blocks of their precious 
time have been wasted in denominational 
division. Every church must have general 
and departmental leadership, or what in in- 
dustrial life is called “overhead”, but prac- 
tically the same overhead could serve many 
times the number that it does in any one 
denomination. It would not take any longer 
for a person to write a missionary leaflet 
or a Christian education bulletin or a finan- 
cial appeal for ten million people than it 
would for ten thousand. Industrial concerns 
are seeing the wisdom of combining to save 
in overhead, and why should the denomina- 
tions be less wise than business organiza- 
tions? i 

Then there is the terrible loss in church 
building and church maintenance. Thou- 
sands of rural communities and little villages 
have two and sometimes more churches 
where one is all that is needed. But a build- 
ing has had to be erected for each denomi- 
nation and sometimes home mission money 
has had to be used to help maintain these 
separate services. Thus a community is not 
only divided and thousands of dollars spent 
to accomplish it, but other fields at home 
and overseas are neglected for the need of 
the very money wasted in denominational 
competition. 

Then there is the moral loss. There are 
things that need to be done for the moral 
well-being of every community, but there 
can be no solidarity of movement because 
of denominational divisions and ofttimes 
jealousies. There are also great national 
wrongs that can only be righted by a united 
Church. We are grateful for great inter- 
denominational achievements made possible 
by such movements as the Federal Council, 
Anti-Saloon League, peace leagues, and so 
on; but one can hardly conceive what could 
be done for the moral welfare of community 
and nation if we could speak as a united 
voice. 

The waste seems more serious as we think 


of its Kingdom effects. The Church is con- 
tinuing to do a great work; but it is to 
hide our heads in the sand not to see that in 
township, town, and city, millions of men 
are not being at all impressed by the Church 
of today. Many of them quite frankly tell 
you that they are not interested in perpetu- 
ating a denomination; and that until the 
churches cease to hive themselves off over 
tweedledums and tweedledees, they have 
neither the time nor money to invest in the 
Christian movement. A united Church with 
a great challenging program would mightily 
move America for God and his Christ. 

And then this waste in overseas work 
seems such a tragedy that one wonders that 
it does not actually drive the denominations 
together. China, India, Japan want and need 
our Jesus, but they neither want nor need 
our denominations. And, moreover, they are 
not going to have them any longer than they 
can help. Already China is using the pres- 
ent occasion while the American denomina- 
tional men are away to get together in a 
great Christian movement; and in this move- 
ment surely the vast majority of these mis- 
sionaries will rejoice. If we want the Orient 
to believe that God sent Jesus into this 
world for the world’s redemption, then we 
must not waste our efforts by going out there 
as denominations. 

But there is also the waste of men and 
of man. Men are needed in our great west- 
ern lands. Hundreds of fields have never 
known the Christian plowman and seed- 





1227 


(7) 





sower while at the same time two or three 
are occupying and trying to cultivate fields 
which are not big enough to challenge one. 
Who is there, who has ever done rural work, 
who has not felt his soul almost shrivel at 
the thought of the littleness of his achieve- 
ments, and at the same time the glorious 


possibilities. He sees the need of a com- 
munity program. A hundred things could 
be and need to be done. But there is a 
church of another denomination in the same 
field and that cuts it in two—or it may be 
it is cut in three or four. After a while the 
preacher of hope and promise becomes the 
man seeking to maintain his denomination, 
raise his denominational budget, preach his 
denominational sermons, and after a while 
to move on to perform the same stunt in 
another field. 

And why all this waste? Is it not that 
we are making our denominations ends in 
themselves rather than means to an end. God 
called the Jewish nation that “in thee and 
in thy seed all the nations of the earth shall 
be blest”. But what a tragedy! Before 
long they think of God as loving them for 
themselves instead of calling them to love 
and serve others, and for two thousand 
years they have gone on maintaining an in- 
stitution and a religion that has lost its ker- 
nel. Many of our denominations have been 
called out for a noble purpose, but have per- 
sisted as an institution long after their work 
jis done. Let us get together for the sake 
of the one God, to lead the world to believe 
in Jesus as the Christ of God and the Savior 
of the world, and to get the work done that 
long ago Jesus left for us to do, and which 
will never be done unless we do it. 

Oshawa, Ontario. 


The Progress of Christian Unity 


BY REV. MARTYN SUMMERBELL, D. D. 


HE question of Christian co-operation 
is now to the fore and is likely to so 
remain till something practical is 

achieved in that direction. It is gratifying 
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ENOUGH CREED 
HERES a creed that’s broad enough for 


any man— 


Help along! 
God is doing for his children all he can— 
Help along! 
With a loving hand he seeks to smooth the 
way! 


He is lifting up the fallen day by day; 
Need is calling, be of service while you 
may; 
Help along! 
Here’s a creed that every man mey safety 
hold— 
Help along! 
It will never be too narrow or too old— 
Help along! 
The Lord of hosts is working day and night 
To bless the world and keep it going right— 
If you would be heroic in his sight, 


Help along! 
—Silver Cross. 
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to know that in this matter there has been 
decided improvement. 

Some of us who have been conversant with 
affairs for a couple of generations easily 
remember when the churches and their pas- 
tors cultivated a combative disposition, when 
the. denominations fought sin and Satan and 
each other quite as well, and when this pul- 
pit resounded with denunciation of the other 
pulpit on the next corner or just across the 
way. In that day cordiality between minis- 
ters of different faiths was rare; and as for 
their meeting on common ground, such a 
thing was hardly to be expected and was 
seldom experienced. 

Presently however there came special oc- 
casions when the clergy of a village or city 
simply had to meet in order to promote some 
cause which was pressing for attention. 
There were meetings of the Bible Society, of 
the Sunday-school Union, and of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association; and as the pas- 
tors came together and discussed these con- 
cerns, they began to realize that some of 
these men whose association they had been 
carefully avoiding were good for something 
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after all in spite of their having subscribed 
to a different creed. 

But it was the Civil War that exerted a 
powerful influence in breaking away the 
barriers of dogmatic conservatism. Here 
in the North we had our United States San- 
itary Commission, an organization which 
rendered special aid to the soldiers in bar- 
racks, or on their way to or from the front, 
and definitely to any in the hospitals, wheth- 
er wounded or otherwise indisposed. In the 
South also there were similar associations to 
serve the men who were supporting their 
cause. 

The patriotic spirit in time of war was 
fanned to feverish heat, and the ministers 
who were working heartily together soon 
learned to love each other and recognize 
each other as brethren. 

The first charge assigned me was in 
Brooklyn, where I took up the work the 
year following the close of the war. The 
pastors of our ward came together from 
time to time to consider their various prob- 
lems, such as tract distribution, Sabbath 
observance, and the promotion of morality 
and sobriety. They were definitely inter- 
ested in the annual Sunday-school parade; 
and on the evening of the parade they met 
in the largest church in the ward in an en- 
thusiastic union service, with an audience 
that was crowded to the doors, and in this 
service the twelve to fifteen had an active 
part. Presently a pastor’s meeting was or- 
ganized, which met regularly once a month, 
and more frequently if some matter came 
up that called for united action. During the 
last six or eight years that I remained with 
my first church it was my custom to ex- 
change pulpits with some brother once a 
month, and nearly all of us were strongly in- 
clined to hold such brotherly fellowship. 
Similar ministers’ meetings were held all 
over the land, and similar pulpit exchanges 
followed as the spirit of Christian brother- 
hood became more diffused. 

When I went to Lewiston, Maine, a pas- 
tor’s meeting had been organized already in 
that city and a fine spirit of co-operation 
was readily developed. 

It was during the Nineties that the Inter- 
denominational Commission of Maine was 
organized. The five leading denominations 
in the State appointed their delegates, gen- 
erally three for each denomination, and these 
delegates were empowered to act as a com- 
mission in reducing the intensity of denomi- 
national antagonism and to overcome the 
mischief of overcrowding churches in small 
communities. 

If a new field was being developed, the 
commission made a survey to determine 
what denomination had the larger repre- 
sentation and to authorize starting a church 
in that fellowship; and as the population de- 
veloped, to start another that had the larger 
representation of the people remaining. Also 
when necessary the commission would ad- 
vise a weak church to join a stronger church 
of another denomination, evening things up 
by giving similar advise to a weak church of 
the first to join with a stronger church of 
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the second. For a union of ministers of dif- 
fering communions to act together in abso- 
lute harmony year after year as was the 
case with these ministers of Maine is proof 
of the blessing of Christian love. 

A further influence operating at the same 
time was the Society of Christian Endeavor, 
in which the young people met together with 
denominational distinctions almost forgot- 
ten. 

But the Federal Council of Churches, 
which was organized a bit later, and which 
has grown from a weak beginning to become 
a leading factor in our American church 
life, is making it manifest that with all of 
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our diversities there is a common ground for 
the most of our Protestant fellowship. We 
are seeing that dogmatics are less essential 
than was believed by a former generation 
and that what is now needed is for Christ to 
work in and through us all, teaching us the 
glory of Christian consecration, which is to 
be shown by a high ideal of Christian char- 
acter, and by a spirit that we can love the 
brother who loves Jesus, even though some 
of his interpretations of Christian truth may 
not dovetail exactly with some interpreta- 
tions of our own. And so the nearer that 
we come to Christ, so much the nearer we 
come to each other. 


The Congregational Attitude Toward Union With 
the Christian Church 


BY REV. CHARLES EMERSON BURTON, D. D. 


Secretary of the National Council of Congregational Churches 


ONGREGATIONALISTS are willing 

and eager to fellowship with all Chris- 

tians. By Christians they mean those 
who are followers of Jesus Christ. 

Of course the salient feature of Congre- 
gationalism is its emphasis upon independ- 
ency. It does not believe in authority from 
above, humanly speaking, over the individ- 
ual or the church or the group of churches. 
While therefore Congregationalists are 
ready to recognize as Christians those 
groups which do submit to such ecclesias- 
tical control, and to fellowship with them to 
the point of every co-operation which does 
not involve the surrender of their own in- 
dependency, Congregationalists see no rea- 
son why all groups of Christians which hold 
to the independency of the local church and 
the freedom of conscience of the individual 
follower of Jesus Christ, should not be as 
closely related to one another as are indi- 
vidual Congregational churches now related 
to one another. 

Strictly speaking, Congregational church- 
es do not have organic union among them- 
selves; that is, authority rests with the in- 
dividual congregation rather than with as- 
sociations, conferences, or councils of 
churches. Congregational churches consti- 
tute a denomination only in the sense that 
they are voluntarily associated together for 
mutual helpfulness and for the accomplish- 
ment of common Christian tasks, while with- 
in that fellowship each church is quite free 
to direct its own life. We understand that 
the same thing is true of the Christian 
Church. The question therefore immediate- 
ly arises why should not all of these church- 


es, Christian and Congregational, associate 
themselves together for larger mutual help- 
fulness and wider common service for the 
common Master. 

Without question each body of Christians 
recognizes the other as made up of followers 
of Jesus Christ. Probably neither body has 
any desire to insist upon anything different 
in the other as a condition of full recogni- 
tion of Christian discipleship. I am sure that 
Congregationalists would have no such mind 
toward their brethren in the Christian 
Church. If union in any form should be con- 
summated, there would be no desire on our 
part that any church of the Christian fel- 
lowship should in any wise change its belief, 
policies, practices, or even name, unless that 
church itself should discover something 
which it desired. 

At the same time I am confident that most 
Congregational churches would hold them- 
selves in eagerness to learn and receive from 
any such new fellowship and every kind of 
increment of Christian faith and practice 
which should enrich their own lives. 


ADVANTAGES OF UNION 


Let me set down a few items of advan- 
tages just as they occur to me at this mo- 
ment: 

1. Christ desires his followers to be one 
among themselves and with himself. Actual 
union of these two bodies would be meeting 
the desire of our common Master. 

2. Strength in numbers—one shall chase 
a thousand and two put ten thousand to 
flight. The principles of fellowship are 
rooted deeply in the nature of man. Enlarge 
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turning away.—Peter Ainslie. 








The distinctive denominational claims of all have grown less 
spiritual with the years and, therefore, more foreign to the religion 
of Christ, so that the world has judged the religion thus set forth 
as in a large part fictitious, and from it the multitudes are slowly 


























that sense of fellowship and we harness the 
natural forces of man’s nature. I am con- 
fident that with the consummation of such 
a union there would be a thrill of new life 
throughout both groups. 

8. Economy and efficiency could not but 
be conserved. Here the reference is pri- 
marily of course to missionary and educa- 
tional work. The overlapping of churches 
in home missionary territory may not be 
serious as between the two denominations 
but there is some of it. Certainly such mis- 
sionary work could be done more efficiently 
by joining forces. The same is true of our 
educational ministry in colleges, academies, 
training schools for Christian workers and 
in the ministry. Again, our overhead or- 
ganization for all kinds of common endeavor 
could probably be simplified, or if not actu- 
ally reduced in personnel and expenditure, 
then made more productive, which is a better 
thing. Another consideration would be that 
of interchange of ministers and other Chris- 
tian workers. The larger the number of 
persons to choose from and the fields of ac- 
tivity the greater the probability that the 
right person could be found for the right 
type of work. 
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4, Enrichment of thought. We have not 
yet exhausted the depth of Christ’s mind. 
These two fellowships have developed cer- 
tain emphases which perhaps have excluded 
other things that are really needed for the 
fullest Christian life. Each would have 
something to contribute to the riches of the 
other. 


It would fill up certain gaps in our 
ranks. Congregational churches are sparse 
in certain regions where those of the Chris- 
tian denomination are more numerous; the 
same statement can be made from the stand- 
point of the Christian body. This would ap- 
ply to types of work as well as to geograph- 
ical location. 


6. It would blaze the trail for further 
movements in church unity. The actual and 
happy merger of these two bodies would be 
a most practical testimony to the possibility 
of further immediate union of denomina- 
tions and of the possible ultimate unity of 
the body of Christ. Both bodies are com- 
mitted to the promotion of church union. 
Neither of them could do anything that 
would be so forceful along this line as them- 
selves to join hands in happy common life. 


Getting the Most Out of the Christian Unity 
Period in the Local Church 


BY REV. ROY C. HELFENSTEIN, D. D. 


Ought to be interested in Christian 

Union because “the union of all be- 
lievers in Christ” is the desire of our Mas- 
ter, and because Christian Union is one of 
_ the cardinal Principles of our Church. The 
only pastor who is not interested in Chris- 
tian Union is the man who is sectarian in 
his spirit and attitude. Such a man would 
be out of place in the Christian Church, be- 
cause the Christian Church, from its very in- 
ception, has been a protest against sectarian- 
ism. Except for this fact, the Christian de- 
nomination would have had no reason for 
its existence. The one plea of the Christian 
Church, other than that for its name which 
marks this body of believers as different 
from other denominations—the one distinc- 
tive note this church has given the world, is 
its plea for Christian Union. 

Every Protestant denomination would de- 
clare that Jesus Christ is “the only Head 
of the Church”. Every Protestant denomi- 
nation takes “the Bible as the final rule of 
faith and practice”, notwithstanding the fact 
that they may have their respective creeds 
or covenants of faith based thereupon. 
Many of the Protestant denominations today 
grant to their members “the privilege of 
Individual liberty” in the interpretations of 
the Scriptures. Every Protestant denomi- 
nation today would insist that Christian 
character should be the primary requirement 
to be met in order for one to unite with any 


F, cust pastor in the Christian Church 


church. There is only one other Protes- 
tant denomination that from its origin has 
sounded an urgent plea for “the union of all 
believers in Christ”. But there is no other 
denomination which has a basis of fellow- 








>) 
THE LOST CHRIST } 
OUR skill has fashioned stately 
creeds, 


But where is he, we pray— 
The friendly Christ of loving deeds? 
He is not here today. 


With sentences that twist and tease, 
Confusing mind and heart, 

You forge your wordy homilies 
And bid us heed your art. 


But where is he—or can you tell?— 
Who sstilled the brothers’ strife, 
Who urged the woman at the well 
To live a better life? 


Where is the saint of Galilee, 
Crude Peter's faithful guide; 

The man who wept at Bethany 
Because his friend had died? 


We weary of your musty loré 
Behind dead walls of gray; 

We want his loving words once more 
By some Emmaus way. 


Give us the Christ who can bestow 
Some comfort-thought of death. 
Give us a Christ our hearts can know— 

The Man of Nazareth. 
—Thomas Curtis Clark, in 
The Christian Century. 
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ship that would make possible “the union of 
all believers in Christ”. 

Because of this unique position of the 
Christian Church in its having a fellowship 
which rejects not a single believer in Christ, 
and because of the fact that the principle of 
Christian Union is the only distinctive plea, 
other than that of the name Christian being 
a sufficient name for all followers of Christ, 
every local Christian Church should rethink 
and reaffirm the challenge for Christian 
Union that gave our denomination its exist- 
ence. During the Christian Unity period in 
our church. calendar—from January 9 to 
February 6—the subject of Christian Union 
should be considered by every organization 
in each local church. From the pulpit of 
every local church in our denomination, the 
challenge of Christian Union should be 
sounded, and the need of Christian Union 
and the possibilities of Christian Union pre- 
sented in such a manner as to get the laity 
to thinking along definite lines for the real- 
ization of this objective. 

Some one has said that if the ministers 
would get out of the way the laymen of all 
denominations would soon answer the Mas- 
ter’s prayer “that they all may be one”. No 
doubt there are some pastors in our own de- 
nomination who stand in the way of Chris- 
tian Union. But woe to that man who be- 
cause of selfishness, false sentiment, preju- 
dice, bigotry, or indifference retards by his 
influence the Union of the followers of Je- 
sus Christ. Such a person by his attitude 
simply denies the right of our Master to 
have his divine prayer answered, his heart 
passion gratified. 

What a waste of money power, what'a 
waste of man power, the present divided 
condition of Christendom incurs! In many 
communities of a thousand souls may be 
found four, five, or six struggling, contend- 
ing, and competing churches, each using the 
same Bible, each worshiping the same God, 
each preaching the same Christ, but each 
with an inefficient program, each with a dis- 
couraged and underpaid ministry. The 
churches of these same communities could 
unite their forces in an effective program 
of righteousness that would change the 
moral and religious tone of the entire com- 
munity. Common everyday business sense 
decries the foolishness of a community of a 
thousand souls trying to support five pas- 
tors in five different churches when one well 
trained pastor and assistant could do the 
work better in a single church that was ade- 
quate to meet the needs of the community. 
Common everyday business sense decries the 
inconsistency of trying to keep up five 
church buildings, furnish heat and light and 
janitor service for each, when one adequate 
building would be more inviting and more 
efficient. Common everyday business sense it- 
self decries such a practice. It ought not be 
difficult to imagine what sincere Christian 
grace has to think about this economic in- 
consistency, and this unpardonable misrepre- 
sentation of Christian brotherliness and 
Christian co-operation. 

(Continued on page twenty) 
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What Organic Union Might Do to Aid the 
Enterprises of the Church 


By Our Department Officials 


In Home Missions 
By Rev. A. W. Sparks, Secretary of 


Home Missions 


NE cannot study the great movements of our modern 

civilization long without realizing the trend toward 
union in almost every department of life. The subject of 
union is gaining considerable headway in the thought and 
plans of the Christian forces of the world. This is espe- 
cially true in North America where its advantages are 
apparent in practically every’ department of church ac- 
tivity. 

In our Home Mission work a closer co-operation of the 
various agencies has proven a distinct advantage, yet there 
is much to be desired which unity will bring. Competition 
would cease to exist. Churches with a united program 
would make a far larger impact on the community, com- 
munity enterprises could be fostered more generally, and 
the whole enterprise operated at less overhead for office 
and travel expense. 

Much Home Mission work is necessarily located in 
secluded sections, away from the usual routes of travel, or 
in segregated groups. Usually a number of missionaries, 
often of different denominational affiliation, work in the 
same group. Any active supervision must come from 
widely different offices and entail a larger expense in travel 
than would be necessary if one representative from head- 
quarters could visit all work in the same territory or 
group. 

The great work we are doing in Home Missions and 
Church Extension is intensely worth while and should be 
continued and increased. It could be greatly enlarged and 
vitalized by uniting our forces with other Christians of 
like purpose. 


In Foreign Missions 
By Dr. W. P. Minton, Secretary of 


Foreign Missions 


N this country Christian Unity would bring Foreign 
Mission administrative machinery under one common 
mission board, thus reducing overhead expense and mak- 
ing possible a far more constructive and effective direction 
of missionary work throughout the world. 

In the foreign field, actual Christian Unity would remove 
forever from the minds of nationals the harassing ques- 
tions as to the why of so many denominations and dogmas 
and creeds, which they cannot understand. It would unite 
our missionaries in presenting not creeds, but Christ. It 
would eliminate wasteful overlapping of territory and 
secure a far more fair distribution of the meager mission- 
ary forces abroad. It would make uniform the policies of 
work in every field. It would put schools, seminaries, hos- 
pitals, the press, and all other forms of missionary service 
on a new basis that would reduce expense and render much 
greater good to all. It would enable every missionary to 
give to the cause of Christ the service for which he has 
been trained, without denominational limitation. 

Christian Unity would bring to multitudes of earnest 
Christian nationals of every land the consciousness of a 
oneness in Christ, which cannot fully exist under the 


present system. This oneness in Christ would crystallize 
in a National Christian Church comprehending all the fol- 
lowers of Christ in a given land—which we believe is the 
next step necessary toward the goal of a World Christian 
Church in answer to the prayer of our Lord, “That they 
all may be one . . . that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” 


In Christian Education 
By Dr. W. A. Harper, Secretary of 


Christian Education 


HRISTIAN union will help Christian Education by 
making it possible to provide a better grade of litera- 
ture and at a smaller per capita cost. 

It will also help in making it possible to secure better 
trained leaders. A larger group can conduct leadership 
training work more successfully than a smaller group. 

It will in the third place also help Christian Education in 
providing more adequate field and general supervisory 
service. The smaller denominations are not able to main- 
tain an adequate staff of specialists. The cost to them is 
prohibitive and consequently their high ideals cannot be 
realized because of inadequate income that can be expended 
on supervision and field service. 

History teaches us that the Reformation was really a 
demand on the part of laymen for a less expensive reli- 
gion. The Catholic Church had become so overbearing in 
its demands for money that the laity were exasperated to 
the point where they were ready for rebellion. Martin 
Luther grasped this opportunity to lead his theological 
revolt against the Catholic hierarchy. He could never 
have succeeded in the Reformation but for the fact that 
the people were with him, and, while he himself was in- 
terested in the theological aspects of the movement which 
he led, the people were interested in the economic aspects. 

I suspect that the same considerations in the not far 
distant future will compel the union of Protestant forces. 
The economic waste of maintaining competing churches 
and, what is still more serious, competing overhead denomi- 
national organizations is becoming so burdensome that 
Christian people will rise up and demand Christian union. 
They will be right to do this, and particularly when there 
will be so many advantages to arise from such union. 

Christian educators are particularly emphatic in their 
espousal of the cause of Christian union because they see 
through that medium better literature, better leadership 
training, and a more adequate supervisory and field service. 


In Stewardship and Finance 
By Dr. W. H. Denison, Secretary of 


Stewardship and Finance 
HRISTIAN Stewardship is coming into its own. We 


are studying it anew. We are learning that we are 
just as much stewards of our money as we are of life, time, 
talents. 

From the new emphasis on Christian Stewardship we 
are coming tc understand that we are accountable not only 
for the way we spend our money, but for the shure we de- 
vote to the Kingdom work, and where we use it. We are 
responsible for what enterprises we help. We are respon- 
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sible also for making our money, little or much, count the 
most possible for God’s work in the world. 

Real practicing of the principles of Christian Unity will 
help to make our finances count for greater service in help- 
ing to make the world Christian. 

If any are thinking of Christian Unity in the light of 
giving less money for Christian work, or as a mere matter 
of spending less from their own purses for the church 
and its work, they are thinking from a wrong basis; but 
Christian Unity in local communities and between denomi- 
nations will release funds in many instances that are not 
accomplishing the most possible for a far greater service. 
Christian Unity will thus help Christian agencies to use 
our benevolent giving in such a way as to bring greater 
advancement for the cause of Christ. 


In Administration 
By Dr. F. G. Coffin, President of 


the General Convention 


HE advantage of a united administration in church 

affairs must be quite apparent to all. The coming to- 
gether of two or more ecclesiastical bodies into organic 
union would reduce overhead expense; and whatever will 
release a larger portion of a dollar given for benevolence 
to the purpose for which it was consecrated, increases its 
efficiency. There is an unavoidable cost in administration 
even when it is cut to the minimum. 

A united program under a single administration would 
secure a more general co-operation of communicants, a 
greater efficiency to the operation of plans, larger resources 
behind enterprises, more varied and extensive efforts, the 
elimination of duplication and confusion in administrative 
function, an improved opportunity of success, more fav- 
orable psychology because of the favor of the people, and 
I believe a more valid claim upon God for his blessings. 


In Publications 


By Harvey E. Sims, Secretary of 
Publications 


REALLY do not feel qualified to make any very definite 

statements regarding the subject of Christian Unity, but 
in my humble judgment there is entirely too much over- 
lapping, duplication, and needless expenditure of effort and 
money in connection with the work of the Kingdom, which 
to some extent at least is due to so many denominational 
bodies. I have for several years been heartily in favor of 
the organic union of our denomination with others of sim- 
ilar characteristics and principles. It is my opinion that 
the time is rapidly approaching when an organic merger 
should be seriously considered by our denomination, and 
shall personally welcome the day when I have an oppor- 
tunity to cast my vote in favor of same. 


In Evangelism 
By Rev. McD. Howsare, D. D., Secretary of 


Evangelism and Life Service 


OTHING can prevent us from dreaming and thinking 
in terms of a united Church, though we are far from it 

in actual practice. Our heavenly vision of what ought to 
be will yet come true. We are nearer it than ever before. 
Until that day comes, we must wait and work and endure. 
lt requires no stretch of the imagination to see the great 
gain that will come to the cause of evangelism when Chris- 
tianity, like all other religions, makes a united impact 
upon those who are to be won as converts. Our present 
state is contrary to God’s appointed order; for everywhere 


we see order, unity, and harmony except among the fol- 
lowers of Christ. 

Jesus, looking down the long vista of the years yet to 
come, sensed the present divided state of the Church and 
uttered that pathetic prayer, “Holy Father, keep through 
thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they 
may be one, as we are.” He knew what a barrier it would 
be to an unbelieving world for the Church to be torn asun- 
der by division, dissension, strife, and useless competition. 
To the end that they might believe, he prayed for the unity 
of the Church, for even to the unbeliever a divided Church 
is an anomaly. Just now nothing hinders the evangeliza- 
tion of the world so much as a divided Church, and no 
sweeping victories will come to the Kingdom until all of 
the forces of righteousness come together in one solid 
phalanx for concerted action. 

To bring about this new day let it come first of all in 
our own individual hearts. Let us live it by co-operation 
with all agencies now in existence in our own church, in 
other churches, and in all union evangelistic efforts where 
opportunity presents itself. Just now evangelistic cam- 
paigns fostered by the Ohio Council of churches afford 
excellent opportunity for many of our people to practice 
the spirit of Christian Unity. 


In Women’s Work 
By Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, President of 


the Woman’s Mission Board 


HE women of the church today are reading into an old 

word a new meaning. That word is co-operation. It 
has been in use a long time; and although women have 
been slow in catching its import, it now is really beginning 
to stir with life. 

For several years the woman’s missionary boards have 
been coming into increasingly closer co-operation through 
the annual Schools of Missions, and the subsequent exten- 
sion courses growing out of the schools; through the Day 
of Prayer, which last year grew into a World Day of 
Prayer that will be repeated this year with an enlarged 
import; and now through the nation-wide study among 
Christian women of the relative place of women in the 
church. 

This last topic is causing women to re-study the century- 
old “mite society” or missionary society as such, in order 
to be assured that the word missionary has not been given 
too restricted a meaning. The result of this study is bring- 
ing together church women denominationally and interde- 
nominationally into large groups of those interested in law- 
enforcement, the cause and cure of war, crime prevention, 
interracial and international co-operation, and every other 
cause that will hasten the setting up of the Kingdom of 
God upon the whole earth. 

Our experience in co-operation with the Council of 
Women for Home Missions has been very happy in that 
we have been able to see very-much-needed work accom- 
plished through the efforts of several boards working as 
one, and it ought to inspire us of the Christian Church 
to greater activity to know that we contributed our share 
to make this success possible. The same thing is true when 
we think of the literature for women and children in mis- 
sion lands and of the women’s schools in the Orient that 
we have had a share in making possible because of our 
being a part of the Federation of Woman’s Boards of For- 
eign Missions of North America. 

And so it seems to the women that Christian Unity 
must be that gate through which we shall be admitted to 
the Father when our Lord’s Prayer is answered “that 
we all may be one”. 
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Territorial Temperatures in Christian Unity 


| 
| 
Soundings From the Presidents of Our Regional Conventions 





The New England Convention 
By Rev. W. G. Sargent, D. D., President 


HE New England Christian Convention four years ago put 

itself on record, emphatically, and, so far as the representation 
was concerned, unanimously, in favor of organic union with the 
Congregational Church, as soon as details of union could be 
worked out. It has endorsed that action at each subsequent con- 
vention. 

This stand has been taken in the interest of Christian ethics, 
and of church efficiency, and of faith in the oft-expressed desire 
of Congregational brethren, in private and in public, to further 
the cause of Christian union by every possible means, and their 
generous attitude whenever in a local or more comprehensive way 
the highest necessity of the Kingdom has required action. 

The Christian Church in New England is convinced of the worse 


than futile attempt at perpetuation of two denominations, iden- 
tical in approach to the truth and in ecclesiastical polity, on the 
competitive basis of the past. I am sure the thought of the church 
in these States is not being misinterpreted in stating it wills to be 
loyal to present need and the clear leading of intelligence, and that 
it can only do that in yielding ready obedience to the compelling 
forces that characterize the present day. 


The church in New England would have a foremost part in 
the cause of Christian union, in the future, as in the past, by set- 
ting its hand and seal to the new charter of religious freedom and 
progress which it fervently hopes those churches that can now 
unite, may write. 


The Metropolitan Convention 
By Rev. John M. Williams, President 


HE Metropolitan Christian Convention has left no doubt as to 

its position on Christian Unity. By adopting at its recent ses- 
sions, at Everett, Pa., a resolution of careful phrasing and concrete 
expression, it stands in accord with the action of the General Con- 
vention at Urbana and the recent board meetings at Dayton. It is 
only fair to say that the resolution did not pass unanimously. 
However the few who were otherminded do not constitute a dissent- 
ing minority. There appear conscientious opinions that definite 
steps to this end should be taken with due regard to exigencies 
which may be evident. 

Sentiment for Christian Unity is growing. The opinion is fast 


developing that ere long denominations of similar faith and polity 
will find yet more common ground and a basis for union more 
tangible than hitherto known. Protestant Christianity has been 
too long shamed by its divided state, its evangelistic emphasis nec- 
essarily made less pronounced because of its disunion. But today 
the religious atmosphere is electric with a better thought, vibrant 
with a new note of undivided accent. In this realization we find 
cause for a hearty rejoicing, and would gladly catch step with 
those who move out and on toward the ideal of the Christ for his 
Church on earth. 


The Southern Convention 
By Rev. L. E. Smith, D. D., President 


OR the past decade, yea, verily for the past century, our par- 

ticular church has been talking and preaching Church Unity. 
Many of our leaders have had visions of the day when the churches 
of Christ in the earth would be one—one in hope, one in faith, one 
in charity, and one in practice. And they have dedicated their best 
to the realization of this end. The question of Church Unity is 
to the front today; to the front in a more insistent and a more 
vital way than it has ever been before. 

Many of the present existing denominations are talking “unity”. 
They, as we, have been talking for a long, long time, and will in 
all probability continue to talk. But so far as the Christian 
Church is concerned, we have talked ‘about all we can—until we 
act. The Congregational Church has called us on our “Text” and 
challenged us to put into practice our own sermons. Have we 
preached the “Gospel” of Church Unity? Was our preaching of 
God? Did we expect it to bear fruit? When the harvest presents 
itself shall we by the grace of God enter into that harvest? Or 
shall we by the narrow hand of strategy strive to reach back 
through the years and reclaim the seed that we have sown for more 
than a century? 

Now when you face the question of Church Unity, the question 
of bringing two or more religious bodies who have worked and 
worshiped separately from generation to generation into a prac- 





tical spiritual and organic oneness, there are certain things which 
are essential and necessary: 

1. An open mind. A mind ready and anxious to receive all of 
the facts, consider them honestly, fairly, and squarely, weigh them 
rightly, and judge them discreetly. 

2. A willing spirit. Willing to face the fact that we are all 
different, and thank the Lord that we are. He made us so. We 
do not agree in matters of dress, social proprieties, business pro- 
clivities, or political expediencies; and yet we exist as a social 
and political solidarity and speak as one nation. Why then should 
we be expected to agree absolutely in matters of religion before we 
can speak to the world as a Church? 

3. A-sacrificial heart. Willing to pay the price. No man yet 
has ever found the peace of God and the fellowship of Christ by 
standing on what he had and what he had done; he had to pay the 
price of that peace and that fellowship. And likewise no two de- 
nominations can come into spiritual accord and unanimity without 
paying the price for that achievement. 

Let no one deceive himself, however; for the realized blessings 
from such an adventuer will be far in excess of the purchase price. 
Think, if you will, of the broadening of our sympathies, the widen- 
ing of our fellowship, the increasing of our power, and the deep- 
ening of joy, both in our hearts and in the heart of God himself. 
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The Central Convention 


By Rev. H. H. Short, President 


OR one to speak for so large a number of people as are found 

in our churches of the Central Christian Convention is almost 
out of the question. We have within our convention bounds the 
headquarters of the General Convention, with all the officials that 
represent and head up the different departments of our church 
work. They are not all of this convention, but the fact that they 
are here leads one to feel that they are a part of us. What they 
say and do about important steps in our church life is inclined to 
eclipse other groups and individuals. At this time I shall not 
attempt to speak for these worthy officials, either in their official 
capacity or as members of our convention, but rather for our peo- 
ple in the open fields of Christian labor. 

We have for more than a hundred years spoken of Christian 
Unity as one of the aims of our church. The very foundations of 
our church are laid in principles that make the unity of all Chris- 
tian people possible. 

It is natural that our ministers should teach the advantages of 
unity. At this present time we all feel that the economic prob- 
lems that confront the churches, and especially our own, are prob- 


lems that have been aggravated by division of interests and that 
they could be greatly helped by a union of forces. Every one 
realizes that a great impression could be made on the unchurched 
world by a united front against the forces of evil, which are so 
threatening and malicious at this time. Spiritual power would 
thus be multiplied to an immeasurable degree. 


As for definite work along these lines, we can, as yet, only 
point to interdenominational activities, such as summer union meet- 
ings, vacation Bible schools, religious instruction in our day schools, 
and co-operation in civic organizations of our different communi- 
ties. 


As to the thought of immediate action, I firmly believe that most 
of our people are of the opinion that we should not leave this im- 
portant matter untouched by our generation or this present day. 
Praying people are continually asking our Heavenly Father that 
one might be found who will be able to lead us into a union with 
churches of similar beliefs as a beginning of a greater movement 
to follow. 


The Western Convention 
By Rev. Rue Burnell, President 


ONE item of the program for this year’s activities as adopted by 

the Western Convention at its last session is: “Exchanges of 
field with other religious bodies should be thought of for the relief 
and strengthening of overchurched communities.” While we shall, 
as individual churches, probably build the Kingdom in the largest 
way through our denomination, yet we shall build it only to the 
extent that we build the KINGDOM rather than a denomination. 
This is true of ALL communions. The Kingdom must increase 
while denominations decrease. 

The conception of advancing the Kingdom, with practical re- 
quirements for church membership in most denominations as they 
are today, by building a new church or maintaining a struggling 


one in an overchurched or adequately churched community, is, to 
my mind, so far-fetched that it can rarely if ever be justified. 

Our committee on missions and the field secretary of the West- 
ern Convention compose our channel of practical approach to this 
vital matter. And since these are responsible for our program of 
practice as well as theory, the matter is where we are attempting 
to face and meet it in the spirit of John the Baptist, as already 
mentioned. 

The heart and motivating clement of Christian Unity should be 
expressed in the words of President Coolidge in discussing Armis- 
tice Day, “Rivalries ought to be only in good works aimed for the 
general advancement”. May God, through US, hasten the day 
when this is genuine fact. 





The Convention 
Offering 


in January 


Every church should 
realize that this is for 
a greatly enlarged 


work and increase its 





Ohio. 


offering accordingly. 





The General Convention Offering 
The Official Call—January 8, 1928 


‘THE General Convention of the Christian Church hereby calls upon every 

church, Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor Society, upon every officer and 
individual member of the churches and conferences, to make a worthy offering, 
even a sacrificial one, on the second Sunday in January, or a convenient Sunday 
near thereto, for the support and work of the General Convention itself. 


This is the chief method of support for the vitally important and rapidly 
increasing work of the Convention itself. The Forward Movement funds having 
ceased, the work has had to be reduced to the minimum and is greatly suffer- 
ing thereby. Funds have had to be borrowed already. 
increased giving on the part of the churches, unless every church and organiza- 
tion makes worthy offerings, unless there are many generous personal gifts 
from friends, the work will be crippled beyond repair. 


The Convention needs are very great and exceedingly worthy. 
therefore, call our churches and pastors to earnest prayer for the Convention 
needs, to most thorough preparation for the offering and full explanation of 
the work in its:many avenues, to the enlistment of every member in the offering 
as a spiritual agency, to remitting the offering as soon as all have had a 
chance to contribute. 
of The General Convention of the Christian Church, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, 


THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 


December 26, 1927. 


a 
— 


Unless there is greatly 


We would, 


Please send your offering to the undersigned, Secretary 


WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 
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At Prayer Time 


Grace be with you all.—Hebrews 18: 24. 
oO 

In these words there is the essence of 
most of the formal benedictions that are to 
be found in the New Testament. If you turn 
to the “Letters” you will find that an inter- 
esting number of them close quite as briefly 
as this phrase—Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy, 
and Titus. 

There are three uses for this phrase in 
this meditation. 

First, it is appropriate to the season. The 
old year will be going out in just a few 
more hours after this appears in print. 
There is nothing about that which can be 
considered very significant, you may think. 
The passing of a year is little more than a 
calendar incident. It can be little more than 
that, unless there is some special evaluation 
of the event. 

One could suggest that the last day of a 
month could be made into a sort of an in- 
stitution because it closes a month and 
therefore makes possible the beginning of 
another month. The last day of the week 
could be used that way, too. Why say much 
about a season like this? 

But we have come to give regard to the 
closing of a year. Even if it is no more 
than a necessary and regular incident in 
connection with our method of measuring 
time, most of us regard the season with some 
degree of thoughtfulness. 

Brief as it is, a year is after all a very 
significant period of time. It is one round 
of the seasons. Usually that means some 
definite unit of human effort; and that is a 
good deal when one thinks of the working, 
struggling, aspiring world in which we live. 
And a round of the seasons means that a 
cycle of the forces of the universe has been 
completed, as far as our earth is concerned. 
You have often thought of it, no doubt; but 
it is something immense, isn’t it, when one 
considers that a round of the universal 
forces—sun, light of stars, tides, gravities, 
and all the rest—means so much in terms of 
life as we know it. 

And in human experience! It is so vast, 
too, that it defies measurement. A year of 
it usually means much. And because of it, 
there is enough triumph, pathos, sense of 
effort, hope, in the round of a year to make 
us more or less sensitive to the meaning of 
the season in which we are now. 

a | 


“God, grant us now thy peace, 
Bid all dissensions cease.” 
o 


But if the benediction of the letter to the 
Hebrews represents a fitting benediction to 
an old year, it is also an invocation for the 
new year. After all, a benediction is not 
wholly reflective or retrospective; there is 
some forward and prospective to it. 

Have you ever asked what a benediction 
really is? The dictionary gives some inter- 


esting and quite descriptive definitions of it. 
But it means something more than a formal 
blessing, as effective as that was once consid- 


ered to be. It is a fervent wish! We could 
say that it is one of the finest forms of a 
fervent wish that we may have. It binds 
man and God together; it relates past effort, 
present endeavor, and future intention into 
some unified whole. A benediction is the 
spirit of a fervent wish that is carried in 
one’s inner consciousness, or meant to be, as 
one leaves an important moment or experi- 
ence. Think of the times when a benedic- 
tion, at the close of a religious service, has 
gripped you, and see if this doesn’t say about 
what it meant then. 

Therefore the second use of this Scrip- 
ture is that of invocation for the New Year. 
A whole new cycle of the forces of nature 
and of human effort and experience is 
ahead. Of course there is a thrill to it! 
There is expectancy in it! Certainly it is 
fitting for a fervent wish, this time of invo- 
cation, to lead us into that which a new year 
implies. 

If it could be a year when Grace could be 
with all of us in some efficient manner, the 
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I close my hand upon life— 

The fickle moments escape 

Like handfuls of slippery sand 
From the fingers of children at play. 
The tighter I clutch, like sand, 

The faster the minutes flow. 

I dare not loosen my hold 

To see how many be left 

For fear I should lose them all. 

And yet, if I stumble not, 

Or if Fate unkind forbear 

To palsy my grip betimes, 

I know I’ve enough and to spare 

To weary me quite of the game. 

So I lay me down to sleep; 

Why care how the hour glass runs? 
God will keep count of the sands. 


—E. D. Schonberger. 

















NS J) 
coming twelve months would probably be 
something quite new in human _ history. 
There would be less hatreds, better under- 
standings, finer confidences, than we ever 
had. That means there would be a larger 
happiness and a greater faith than we have 
had. 

May the New Year mean something like 
this to all of us. 





oO 


The third use of the Scripture may seem 
to the reader to be trivial, but to the writer 
it is quite vigorous in significance. It is a 
modest adieu for this special page. 

The new venture of merging our period- 
icals tas made it advisable to discontinue 
“At Prayer Time” as a feature of the pub- 
licaticn, at least for the present. The writer 
is in agreement with all of this; it is «qite 
within the suggestions he made to our editor, 
Dr. Kerr, before the venture was made by 
our denominational boards. 

So readers will easily understand a refer- 
ence to the closing of this page. I have 
sometimes doubted the effectiveness of the 
page as it has been prepared. But even if 
the work may not have meant what it should 
have meant, six years and almost a half of 
work of this kind have meant something 
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quite real to the writer. Many times copy 
was prepared late and therefore set to type 
quite out of schedule of editing. Occasion- 
ally copy missed, and the page cared for 
nicely by the editorial office in Dayton. But 
the six years and more have meant some- 
thing—at least enough—that there is a felt 
depth, to the writer, in this adieu. 

During these six years there has never 
come a complaining word from any reader. 
(That may sound quite negative, of course) 
No doubt the page has been critically re- 
viewed and possibly sharply discussed in a 
good many moments of eager official counsel 
or of interested conferences and conversa- 
tion. But never a cynical suggestion nor 
critical thrust has ever reached me, even 
though I have invited it a good many times. 
That means a good deal. 

A few very kind commendations of the 
page have come. A great many times in 
homes and in new communities there have 
been appreciative words said personally. So, 
taken on the whole, there is a sense of fel- 
lowship which this page has brought. That 
means a good deal, too! 

But as it closes, for a time at least, the 
spiritual process that it represents will go 
on. Each page of a periodical of a Chris- 
tian cause usually means something for 
which this special page was meant. It will 
be so in the new editorial effort. And that 
means more! 

oO 


Greet the new day that is breaking 
From over the seas. 
List! on the breeze 
Come new songs of gladness; 
On dark lands of sadness 
A new light is coming. 
The pale wraiths of war 
Are frightened and fleeing; 
The dark fiends of hate 
Are falling and dying. 
*Tis the dawning of freedom, 
The long-desired love-time, 
The lost dream of brothers. 
—Thomas Curtis Clark, in 
“America Sings of the Dawn’. 
o 


Grace be with you all! That phrase is 
certainly momentous as a benediction; resig- 
nation and committal are rich elements in its 
suggestion. 

The phrase is a vibrant one as an invoca- 
tion, too. Acknowledgment and anticipation 
of spiritual possibility are qualities of its 
look ahead. 

And as an adieu it serves us well. Con- 
tinuing fellowship, unity of interest, ferven- 
cy of desire are among the values of its grip 
of spirit. 

oO 
“God, give thy wayward children peace.” 
5 


Eternal Spirit, our times are in thy hand. 
We turn from the old year with a sense of 
reverence for what it means in effort, 
achievement, and in failure. We look ahead 
with confidence. On our fellowships we 
think in terms of joy and thankfulness. That 
grace may be with us abidingly is our 
prayer. Amen. 

ERNEST D, GILBERT. 




















Evangelism and Life Service 


MeD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





Servia Campaign 
As you read these lines we are in a cam- 
paign with the Christian Church at Servia, 
Indiana, Rev. Minor Gressley pastor. Pray 
for us that many may accept Christ and join 
the church. 


Another Letter Received 


December 10, 1927. 

Enclosed find check No. 2363 for $100.00, 
being our offering for Evangelism and Life 
Service. I read in The Herald about the 
great work you are doing. Sorry the de- 
partments are not being supported finan- 
cially as they ought to be. 

Sincerely yours, 








Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





January Program 
THE COMPASS 
What we need is not a new compass every year, but 

a new determination to steer straight by the old com- 

pass, which is the Word of God in Christ.—Henry 

van Dyke. 

1. Hymn—“Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” 

(read to piano accompaniment). 

2. Quotation Period (Copy several definitions of Reli- 
gious Education pp. 101-105, and have them read 
by as many women, giving time for discussion). 

. “Life as It Ought to Be Lived” (pp. 106, 107, given 


w 


by leader). 

. Experience in Religious Education (pp. 108-114; 
118-129). 

. Christian Leadership Among Women (pp. 129-132, 


3 min.). 

. What One of Our Girls Is Doing in Japan (Letter). 

. “Walking Together on the Way” (p. 139, read by 
your best reader). 

. Closing—By Primary and Junior children repeating 
Bible verses, singing, etc. 

. Prayer. 


Call to World Day of Prayer 
February 24, 1928 

HERE is something very inspiring in the 

thought that on February 24, 1928, we 
may have fellowship with those of virtually 
every country under the sun, who love Christ 
and whose dominating purpose is to estab- 
lish his Kingdom throughout all the earth. 
For many years the women and girls of the 
United States and Canada have had this an- 
nual fellowship of prayer, but a year ago 
for the first time was the circle widened to 
include the whole world, and the invitation 
sent to other lands was accepted with keen 
joy. 

In 1927 the day was observed in rural, 
town, and city communities of every State in 
our country. Women and girls of many 
races joined in these union meetings. Some 
communities held special meetings for chil- 
dren to pray for the children of the world. 

From Kobe, Japan, where one of the many 
meetings in Japan was held, came the word, 
“Praying for the needs of the whole world 
brought a new vision of the privilege and 
power of prayer to our women.” From far 
off Tenghsien, China, they wrote: “I imag- 
ine we were the first to start the Day of 
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Prayer. Japan and Korea get the sun be- 
fore us, but we began long before the sun. 
When I entered the church at five a. m., the 
pastor was already there upon his knees on 
the brick floor in a cold church. About one 
hundred attended this service.” Pastor 
Ding-Li-Mei, China’s great man of prayer, 
led one of the many meetings held in that 
country. Fine publicity was given to the 
day by the Chinese press. 

Many groups met under the hot tropical 
sun of Africa—not only in coast towns but 
in interior villages where little or nothing 
has been known of the outside world. 

The women of Syria, India, Burma, South 
America, Mexico, Europe, and many other 
lands joined the hosts of those who fellow- 
shiped around one common mercy seat, pray- 
ing that the Kingdom of God might come in 
fullness. 

If you have not yet secured your supplies, 
lose no time in doing so. Program, $1.75 
per 100; “Call to Prayer,” free; Retreat, 
ten cents; seal, $1.75 per 1,000, twenty-five 
cents per 100. All should be ordered from 
your denominational mission board head- 
quarters. 

o 


Man needs some higher aid than he can 
get from his intentions, his aspirations, or 
from the universal human conscience. He 
who would “abide” in truth, strength, and 
purity, must find the secret springs of these 
in the Most High.—George A. Gordon. 





The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Shall the General Convention Function? 


TTHE answer to some very important ques- 

tions lies with our pastors and churches 
in the January Convention offering. Among 
them are these: 


(a) Shall the Convention office do the 
work of the Convention as it has directed it 
to do? There are several important mat- 
ters that have scarcely been touched yet for 
lack of funds. 

(b) Shall the new financial program of 
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the church be successfully carried to its frui- 
tion? It is not easy to introduce any new 
system throughout a denomination. It takes 
time, patience, volumes of correspondence, 
printing, charts, leaflets of explanation, visi- 
tation to certain sections, gatherings, group 
meetings, and the like, all of which requires 
funds. 

(c) This is a day when the stewardship 
message is engaging the attention of the 
Christian world. No denomination can af- 
ford to neglect it. Sunday-school teachers 
must be prepared for it. There must be a 
large number of ways to promote it. The 
Convention directed that an intensive cam- 
paign be carried on throughout the denomi- 
nation and placed the work on the Conven- 
tion office. There are no stewardship funds 
or offerings. Literature, charts, and travel 
are necessary. The January offering tells 
what can be done. 

(d) A Board of Finance was created by 
the Urbana Convention to promote better 
financial plans and methods. It is to estab- 
lish principles, safeguard funds, and have 
charge of the denominational financial pro- 
gram. It has no funds and raises no money. 
Its expenses, printing, board meetings, and 
the necessities of its service are to be met 
by the General Convention in its January 
offering. What will your answer be? 

(e) The conferences are all looking to the 
Convention for larger service in their pro- 
grams. Uniform blanks, reports, certificates, 
are all furnished free to churches and con- 
ferences, and they need to be well prepared 
and carefully mailed and in sufficient quan- 
tities. The extent of all this exceedingly im- 
portant work lies in the January offering. 

_ (£) Denominational statistics, both finan- 
cial and numerical, have to be gathered by 
this office. The Chrstian Annual is a neces- 
sity, but it does not pay for itself; and this 
office has to bear a share of its deficit. We 
cannot do away with a year book. It is a 
necessity. A Handbook, also, is required for 
ready reference by church officers, confer- 
ence Officers, our field workers. It, too, must 
come from the Convention treasury. 

(g) Do you want our church represented 
at various important gatherings of interde- 
nominational character? There is none oth- 
er but the Convention to pay their official ex- 
penses except in a few cases. 


The answer as to whether our church shall 
function or not lies principally in the Janu- 
ary offering. Pastors and local church of- 
ficers have the matter in their hands. The 
few dollars that many churches have given 
cannot possibly meet the $11,000 budget nec- 
essary. e 

The work depends on all. 

WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary, 
General Convention of the Christian Church. 


New Ears for New Years 
A Story 


BY MINNIE LEONA UPTON 


HRISTMAS is over. Now, what’ll we 
+ have for New Years?” 

Ten-year-old Ted Allen asked the 
question of the ceiling, lying on his back on 
the hearth rug, before the sitting-room 
grate. 

“Kismas over—what’ll we have for New 
’Ears?” echoed Baby Ruth from her-corner, 
a puzzled pucker between her bright eyes. 
“Oh, you funny little thing!” cried Ted. 


“Come in here, Vic, Neena—are you out 
there in the kitchen? Come in here! Ruth 
is in a great puzzle over having ‘New 
*Ears’!” 

Ted’s junior brother, Victor, came hurry- 
ing in, carrying his Christmas airship, and 
behind him came_ twelve-year-old Neena. 
Ruth had begun to get worried. She dropped 
a lapful of doll’s furniture, and rushed into 
Neena’s outstretched arms. 
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“Don’t want new ears! Don’t want new 
ears! Zese ones are all nice. Zey don’t feel 
worn out a bit!” 

It was not so easy to explain to her just 
what the meaning of New Year’s was. The 
best that Neena could do was to say to her 
that it was a kind of big birthday—an extra 
birthday, which everybody had at once, 
when everybody made up their minds to be 
nicer, and kinder, than they had ever been 
before. This was called “making New Year 
resolutions.” 

“Oo doesn’t need any extra birfday—oo 
touldn’t ever be any nicer!” said Ruth ear- 
nestly, and she fell into her nap right there. 

Ted went back to his book on the rug, and 
Victor to his airship; and soon Neena tip- 
toed softly into mother’s bedroom, and laid 
Ruth down. 

When she came out, Ted glanced up. 
“Neen’s got a big idea—I can see it in her 
eye!” he teased. 

Neena laughed. “I’m thinking about 
something, but I can’t tell you yet just what 
it is, for I haven’t quite thought it through, 
in my own head.” 

“T hope it’s a nice game,” said Victor. 

“Maybe it is,” said Neena, smiling. 

Just then in came mother, late, from the 
missionary meeting. All sprang to take 
her muff and hat and cloak and bag and 
overshoes; and Ted drew her rocker up to 
the grate. 

“As I was coming home,” said mother, 
after greeting them all, “I heard some 
things I want to tell you about right now.” 

Everybody sat up, and looked interested. 


“Well,” said Mrs. Allen, “you know I 
came home the short way, through Grimes 
Street and Ellis Avenue—and somehow I 
heard more things! I don’t know why—it 
seemed as though I had new ears!” 


Vie and Ted and Neena looked quickly at 
each other. But mother was looking into 
the glowing coals, and didn’t notice. 

She went on. “There were two men talk- 
ing on the corner, as I was waiting for a 
jam of cars and carts to clear, and one of 
them, Ted, was Jimmy Clerke’s father. And 
what do you think—the other was a doctor, 
and he’d just been at the house setting Jim- 
my’s leg! He’d fallen from the roof when 
he was cleaning off the snow.” 

“Whewww!” whistled Ted. 

“Yes,” said mother, “and as I was waiting 
at the bridge for a dreadfully smoky train 
to pass, there were two other women wait- 
ing, too, and I recognized one of them as 
Mrs. Montgomery’s washerwoman, Mrs. 
Ryan; and she had her little girl in her 
arms; and she was telling how she was just 
then carrying her home from the hospital 
where she had taken her to have her terribly 
burned hands bandaged. She’d slipped and 
fallen against the kitchen stove!” 

“Oh! poor baby!” cried Neena. “We 
must help her, some way. But what else 
did your ‘new ears’ tell you?” 

“That was all—one story for each ear,” 
smiled mother. 

Then it was time for dinner, and every- 
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body was so busy—especially Neena and Ted 
and Victor, who had to hurry away to the 
junior choir rehearsal—that no one talked 
any more about “new ears” just then. 

“Wasn’t it funny about mother’s ‘new 
ears’?” said Victor, as they hurried along. 

“T guess it was a co—coincidence,” said 
Neena. “That is what was buzzing about 
in my mind, after Ruth made her funny mis- 
take—the idea that it would be a good New 
Year’s resolution to have ‘new ears’ for New 
Year’s, and hear more of the things we ought 
to hear, so as to help more. And then moth- 
er’s idea fitted right in. We’ll do something 
about it; something for Jimmy and that poor 
burned baby, won’t we, boys?” 

“Sure we will.” 

By this time they were at the church, and 
in a whirl of boys and girls, and in a mo- 
ment the rehearsal began, and there was 
nothing to think about but rehearsal, for the 
next hour. 

“Anne Marvin made some mistakes in the 
alto of that new anthem,” said Neena, after 
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IF | HAD TIME 


If | had the time! My friends, have you 
Ever found yourself saying these same words, 
too? 


Does God ever call you to do something 
good, 

And you pass it, with “If I had the time I 
would’’? 


Yet you find time for business, society, jest 
And pleasure and pastime and all the rest; 
But when God calls, is your excuse like 
mine— 
I haven't the time? 


Ah, friend, we have the time, “tie true, 

If we use it as God would have us to do. 

God lends us the time that we use here below 

And some day an account we must give him, 
you know, 

Of how we have used each moment he lends 

And how we have passed on each blessing he 
sends, 

And so, if we wish our lives sublime, 

Let’s take the time— 

Let’s take the time! 

—Selected. 

QW Ww0., Hora MH AAN 
they had left the others, and turned into 
their own street. “She sits next to me, and 
I always hear her. It’s always been so an- 
noying! But tonight I—don’t laugh, boys— 
I heard with ‘new ears’. I’m going to ask 
her to come to the house and rehearse with 
me, with the piano to help.” 

“Hooray for you!” shouted Ted. 
tend to Anne and we'll tend to Jimmy.” 

New Year’s came next day, but one, so 
they hadn’t much time to plan, but they 
didn’t need much time when they were so 
interested. The very next morning Neena 
phoned to Anne, “Oh, I’d love to come,” an- 
swered Anne, so eagerly that it sounded as 
though she were coming right through the 
phone. “Do you know, Neena, I don’t read 
music very well, so I don’t enjoy singing 
half as well as I ought to.” 

Just then Mrs. Allen came in. “Am I in 
this?” she asked, smiling around on three 
happy faces. 

“You’re in everything,” said Ted. 

“Well, then,” said Mrs. Allen, “Puth and 


“You 
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I will 
share.” 

“Oh—We forgot her, just for a minute!” 
cried Neena. 

“She belongs to Ruth and me, anyway,” 
said mother, “but you may help us fix up 
some of Ruth’s toys. Now let’s get to work!” 

Ted and Vic, with their carpenter set, took 
possession of the kitchen. Long before sun- 
set there was a big basket full of toys, really 
as good as new, for the little girl with the 
burned hands; but Ruth got close to moth- 
er’s ear and asked if she might not give one 
of her new Christmas dolls. 

“Indeed you may,” said mother, for that 
was just what she had been hoping Ruth 
would ask. And beside the fine collection of 
mended toys that Ted and Vic had in the 
little cart, there were two new Christmas 
books, and then, best of all, Vic said, “I 
want to give Jimmy my airship. I’ve had 
it almost a week, and he’d enjoy it so much. 
He could make it go, lying there in bed.” 

Grandmother and grandfather had said, 
early that morning, “We are in this, too,” 
and had brought out a fine Christmassy- 
looking box of chocolates. 


Jimmy’s leg was very bad next morning 
when that loaded cart arrived, but he forgot 
all about it for a whole hour! Such fine toys 
—such as he had never had, or hoped to 
have, in all his life! 

“How’d you happen to know I was hurt, 
anyway?” he asked, just as the boys were 
going. 

“Oh, mother she—she has new—that is— 
we just heard,” said Ted. 


“Guess you heard in a new way,” said 
Jimmy, “judgin’ from this.” 

Up at the Ryan home, little Maggie 
Ryan was sitting, big-eyed and breathless, 
her lap full to overflowing with such toys as 
she had never seen before. And on top of 
all Ruth Jaid the new doll. 

Mrs. Ryan looked on, beaming. “An’ how 
did yez iver know my little girl had burnted 
herrsilf?” she asked, finally. 

Mrs. Allen told her just how and where 
she had heard. 

“Arrah—’tis a new kind of earrs ye do be 
herrin’ with—bliss thim—an’ bliss the heart 
av yez!” cried Mrs. Ryan. 

And up at the Allen home Anne Marvin 
was happily letting out her voice for the 
first time in her life—she felt so sure, after 
Neena had played the alto part over and 
over for her. 

“It does 
Neena. 

And to herself she was saying, “I wonder 
if it’s all her voice, or partly my ‘new 
ears’!”—Eachange. 


take the little Ryan girl as our 


sound so sweet, Anne,” said 
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There is a fullness of the Spirit in Christ; 
and it is not like the fullness of a vessel, 
which only retains what is poured into it; 
but it is the fullness of a fountain, for dif- 
fusion and communication: which is always 
sending forth its water, and yet is always 
full.—Thomas Boston. 
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The Children 


Get Busy 


Said one little chick with a funny little 
squirm, 

“I wish I could find a nice little worm.” 

Said another little chick with a queer little 
shrug, 

“T wish I could find a nice little bug.” 

Said a third little chick with a shrill little 
squeal, 

“T wish I could find some nice yellow meal.” 

“Look here,” said the mother, from the 
green garden patch, 

“If you want any breakfast, get busy and 
scratch.” 

—Selected. 


A Good Deed Comes Home 
By Hilda Richmond 


ARL and Jenny were sitting by the kitch- 

en range looking very sad. It was a per- 
fectly splendid winter morning with shining 
ice just ready for skating and sliding, and 
the sun making the air fine and crisp, but 
it was that same ice that was making the 
children look so unhappy. They had been 
invited to Jimmy Dolliver’s birthday party, 
and now they could not go because the horses 
could not stand up on the road and they 
had no chains for the automobile. 

“Something must have gone wrong”, said 
jolly Burton Dillon coming in on an errand. 
Burton was a big boy, and both children 
thought him the best big boy in the neigh- 
borhood. “Nice bright day like this ought 
to make you feel cheerful.” 

“We can’t go to the party”, said Carl. 

“And we’ve got our presents all ready”, 
said Jenny. 

Burton whispered a minute with Mrs. 
Gray and then he said, “Yes, you are going 
to the party, and it’s a surprise how you 
are going to get there. Both of you be 
ready by two o’clock and I’ll have you there 
before they play the first game”. 

At one-thirty along came Burton and he 
had a curious sort of strap or harness over 
his shoulders. Also he had his skates dan- 
gling over his back. 

“All set!” he cried in a big voice. “All 
right. Pile into your sled and wrap up 
well. I’m going to scoot you across the pond 
in no time.” 

The children had guessed all sorts of 
plans but had never thought of the pond. 
Jimmy lived three miles away by the wind- 
ing road, but only half a mile over the slick, 
shining pond. 

“OQ, Burton, you never can pull us!” they 
cried. “And besides it will take all your 
holiday because the party won’t be over till 
five.” 

“Never you mind about me,” said Burton. 
“Don’t you remember last summer when 
those bad boys were trying to steal my dog 
and you called him into the house and saved 
him for me? You know when you do a good 
deed for somebody there is a chance that it 
will come home to you later on. This is 
your good deed coming back to you.” 


“That wasn’t anything!” cried Carl. “We 
wanted to do it. We were afraid they would 
run off with Jack.” 

“And I want to do this’, said Burton. 

“But you are not invited to the party”, 
said Jenny, “and you can’t stay outside and 
wait for us. It will be too cold.” 

“Now don’t you worry about me, little 
girl”, laughed the big boy. “Of course I’m 
not invited, but I have an aunt who lives 
near and I’ll have a good time. Now we 
must start.” 

How they went skimming over the ice that 
afternoon! “Isn’t it nice to be big,” said 
Carl. “How easy it is for Burton to pull 
us!” 

Burton brought the sled up to the place 
where the little boats landed in summer, and 
was about to skate away when Bob Dolliver 
came to the door. “Hey! Burton! Just the 
fellow we want to see!” he cried. “Our 
cousins from Lennox came over, and we’re 
having two parties instead of one. Come 
right in.” 

“Goody! Goody!” cried Jenny jumping 
up and down. “There’s your good deed com- 
ing home to you. I’m so glad.” 

“Why, yes, that’s so”, said Burton. “If 
I hadn’t brought you children over here I’d 
have missed the party. That’s just the way 
when we do nice things for each other. There 
seems to be really no end to them.” 

“It looks that way”, said Carl, “but I 
never thought of it before.” 

Kenton, Ohio. 


The Toy Clown 


It’s hard to be only a jointed clown, 
And to have to stand on my head 
Or hang for an hour, all upside down, 
And smile—though my heart’s like lead. 
In balancing tricks to pass my days 
On barrel and ladder and chair, 
With never a crowd to shout my praise, 
And hardly a soul to care. 


Sometimes when I’ve tried in the cleverest 
way 
To balance on heel and toe, 
My master, tired of quiet play, 
Runs off and leaves me so. 
Then all night long I must keep that pose 
Till my master to play comes back, 
And my head swims ’round and my backache 
grows, 
And I think I shall have to crack. 


Oh, I’m dreadfully tired of circus tricks— 
And my joints won’t stand this strain— 
And I’m sure that I’m getting the heum-a- 

ticks 
In my body and legs and brain: 
So I think that after I’ve stood on my head 
For twenty-four hours today, 
I’ll quietly, com’tably fall down dead— 
And they’ll have to throw me away! 
—Alice Lovett Carson, From Wana- 
maker’s Jolly Book. 
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One New Year’s Day 

T was the last night of the old year, and 

Reynold was going to bed. “I wish I could 
make some of those things Cousin Lucy and 
Cousin Esther were making,” he said. “They 
are going to begin in the morning. Cousin 
Lucy is going to practice her music some 
and study arithmetic harder and keep her 
dresses cleaner.” 

“You mean 
mother. 

“Yes, that’s it,” said Reynold, “res-o-lu- 
tions. I want to make some res-o-lu-tions; 
but I don’t know what to make.” 

“Well, let us think,” said his mother. 
“What kind of resolutions would be good for 
a little boy six years old to make? You 
don’t want to make too many. I believe, if 
I were you, I would make just one.” 

“Lucy and Esther make lots of them,” 
said Reynold, “but they are big girls. One 
resolution would be enough for a little boy, 
wouldn’t it?” 

“T think it would,” said his mother, “and 
I think that a whole year is too long a time 
to make resolutions for. If I were you, I 
would make one good resolution for one day 
of the new year—the first day—tomorrow.” 

“All right,” said Reynold, “I will make one 
for tomorrow. What would you make?” 

“It is your resolution,” said his mother. 
“You ought to make it yourself. Anything 
that you want to determine to do the first 
day of the year.” 

Reynold thought awhile, and then he 
said: “I will mind you all day tomorrow.” 

“Very well,” said his mother; “that is 
your New Year’s resolution; don’t forget it 
in the morning. Go to sleep now.” 


resolutions?” asked his 


Then she kissed him good night and went 
out, and Reynold went to sleep. When he 
awoke the next morning the first thing he 
thought of was his New Year’s resolution. 
He wondered if his mother had forgotten. 
She didn’t say anything about it when he 
went down to breakfast. She didn’t tell him 
to do anything, so he didn’t have any chance 
to keep his resolution, but he never once for- 
got it until—who do you think came? Why, 
Great-aunt Prudence brought Reynold a 
pretty little willow basket full of cake— 
three kinds—chocolate, cocoanut, and fruit. 


Reynold liked cake better than anything 
else. He was delighted when his aunt said 
the basket of cake was for him. 

Mother gave Reynold a slice of the fruit 
cake, then she put the basket away in the 
pantry. A little while after Reynold asked 
if he might have some more cake. 

“No,” said his mother, “there will be cake 
for dinner; you must not eat any more of 
your cake today.” 

Reynold was just about to draw his face 
into a frown, when his mother looked at him 
so strangely that it made him think of his 
resolution. Then the funniest-looking smile 
chased the ugly frown from his face. Moth- 
er smiled, too, and nodded and gave him 
three pats on the shoulder that meant, “Hur- 
rah! Hurrah! Hurrah.”—E «xchange. 
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Communications 


About Music 


Your editorial discussion of “Beautiful 
Isle of Somewhere” had interest for me, as 
I had previously given some thought to the 
Boston cardinal’s views on this subject. 
Your and his expressions bring to mind the 
difference in taste which has always existed 
between the scholar and the public. 

Probably it was at least thirty years ago 
that I heard Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, at a 
large gathering, express his mind regarding 
the state of culture of people who could sing 
a then popular hymn called, “Let a Little 
Sunshine In”, and yet could not repeat the 
Te Deum. But Dr. Cadman spoke from the 
—* standpoint, and not all agreed with 

im. 

So it is not at all surprising that the car- 
dinal is entirely out of sympathy with those 
who like “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere”. Ac- 
customed as he is to Roman Catholic art, 
music, and Latin poetry, he cannot consider 
the hymn in any other light than banal, or 
worse. 

And so one can go on with other examples. 
A lover of Shakespeare or Browning will 
scorn Longfellow as “trite in every line”, 
and Edgar Guest as absolutely worthless. 
Yet the average, mediocre person finds some- 
thing which helps him in these minor poets. 

The music of “Beautiful Isle of Some- 
where” belongs to the class of “pretty” tunes 
which have been in vogue for popular songs 
quite a number of years. Of course all such 
music has a_ sweetish, sickly-sentimental 
flavor, appealing to the popular ear, but de- 
spised by lovers of Bach. 

There is no end to the question. Atlantic 
Monthly readers have no use for the All- 
Story Weekly, and devotees of the Weekly 
have no interest in the Atlantic. Those who 
revel in the sentimental slush which ap- 
pears as serial fiction in the daily press find 
Dickens and Scott dry. What can be done 
about it? 


pretty poor ones among them—but one was 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”. That hymn has 
been a comfort to many, but Charles Wes- 
ley’s scholarly brother John never really ap- 
proved it! He considered that it was too fa- 
miliar with Deity, just as he condemned the 
use of “dear” before any name of God or 
Christ. 

The highbrow and the mediocre man will 
always be with us, and it is possible to find 
hymns and tunes that both will like. But 
there is a point where they are bound to 
part company; for, as with religion, so it is 
with poetry and music—many are not able 
to distinguish between the genuine and the 
imitation. For instance, there are people to 
whom belief in a creed is of greater impor- 
tance than rightness of life, and there are 
people who believe that a “pretty tune” is 
good music, when actually the harmoniza- 
tion is commonplace and the melody ex- 
presses nothing. In poetry, the things which 
have been written a thousand times before 
are made into lines which rhyme—as if 
rhyming were the main thing in poetry— 
and many people call it “lovely poetry” be- 
cause they agree with its axioms. But of 
course real poetry is something else. 

Education is doing wonders nowadays; 
but it is doubtful if it can ever make many 
poets out of peasants, or musicians out of 
those who think that what they happen to 
like is “good music”, and what they don’t 
like must be “classical’’. 

E. B. HURLBURT. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 


Postscript 


In my way of looking at it, The Herald 
was never better, and with the combination 
of The Christian Missionary and The Jour- 
nal of Christian Education, surely it will 
make a worthy paper to be in every Chris- 
tian home. 























People differ in the same family. Charles R. W. PAGE. 
Wesley wrote hundreds of hymns—some Pullman, Michigan. 
= ) 
The church in many a town has become a divisive influence 
rather than a uniting one. Competing congregations have broken 
up the community life instead of binding it together in a common 
spirit of religious aspiration and moral endeavor.—From an edi- 
torial in the Federal Council Bulletin. 
S 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rockingham Conference 


Kittery Point, Maine, December 14—A 
troup of Boy Scouts has been organized in 
our village recently with Rev. Mark Turner 
as Scout Master. The present membership is 
about twenty and this will soon be increased. 
— The last session of the ladies’ sewing bee 
met at the home of Mrs. Fred Bailey. The 
usual good time was enjoyed by all and 
much work was accomplished. — Our evan- 
gelical services which opened December 4 are 
being well attended and are very interesting 
and helpful. An invitation to the six near-by 
churches to attend these services when they 
could has been graciously accepted and at 
almost every session some of these churches 
are well represented. Mr. Powers is a very 
interesting speaker and holds the attention 
of all. — Plans for our usual Christmas con- 





cert and tree are well under way, and the 
little ones are now all very good, patiently 
waiting for Santa.—Amee. 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, December 16—Rev. S. Price is now 
engaged in special meetings with his Mt. Zion 
charge. Pastor Ellis closed his special ef- 
forts at Sumner with a general revival. The 
special emphasis in this meeting was the re- 
vival in the church. Previous meetings had 
pretty well gleaned the field in so far as new 
converts were concerned. But the people in 
the church attended well and regularly and 
gave strong backing to the meeting. One 
passing through might easily hear the words 
of high commendation of the pastor such as: 
“Great sermons. The meetings did me a 
great deal of good.” Hence the church has 
been greatly built up by the strong gospel 
messages and instructions of the pastor. — 








DECEMBER 29, 1927 






Miss Birdie Shultz, personal worker and song 


evangelist from Pierson, Illinois, endeared 
herself to all and proved to be a fine director 
and helper in the meeting. — The churches 
in general in this section are now giving 
special emphasis to Christmas programs. A 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you 
all.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 


Mecca, December 17—The Bee Ridge Chris- 
tian Church is located two and one-half miles 
northwest of Brazil, Indiana. Some five or 
six years ago these people became possessed 
of the idea that God’s house should be both 
beautiful and serviceable. As a result, they 
painted the exterior, installed electric lights, 
and placed a basement under the entire build- 
ing. The basement was divided into a kit- 
chen, dining room, and coal room. A furnace 
was installed and the rooms were so equipped 
that they could be used for classrooms as 
well as kitchen and dining room. At the 
close of a five-year period following these 
improvements, Brother Fred Miller, who for 
many years was a faithful member of Bee 
Ridge Church, made provisions in his will to 
the effect that one thousand dollars from his 
estate should be given to the old church to 
be used in making improvements which were 
much needed. The trustees and their assist- 
ing committees very wisely and successfully 
handled the situation. The result was that 
the house was roofed, the walls and ceiling 
were retinted, a new floor was put in posi- 
tion, sanded, and varnished, a railing was 
placed around the rostrum, a carpet and 
three new tapestry upholstered chairs were 
placed on the pulpit, the pews were revar- 
nished, and eight new art glass windows 
were installed. — On November 2, 1927, an all- 
day service was held in the repaired build- 
ing. Dinner was served in the basement and 
all seemed to enjoy the fellowship. The 
morning service was in charge of Brother 
Johnson, president of the Western Indiana 
Christian Conference, and Brother W. P. 
Kibbey, a former pastor of the church. The 
communion service was administered by Rev. 
James W. Conlin. The afternoon service was 
conducted by President Johnson and Revs. 
Mr. Howard, Veedersburg, Indiana; W. P. 
Kibbey, and Ray Lucas, Lebanon, Indiana. 
During the afternoon James W. Conlin, who 
has been working with the Christian Church 
since 1919 when he was licensed, at the age 
of twenty years, by the Western Indiana 
Christian Conference, was ordained. In con- 
nection with the work at Bee Ridge where 
he has served six of the past eight years, Mr. 
Conlin is principal of the Mecca High School. 
He was graduated with an A. B. degree from 
Union Christian College in 1922, and since 
that time has completed one year of gradu- 
ate work in the School of Education, Indiana 
University, Bloomington, Indiana.—Corre- 
spondent. 


Crawfordsville, December 19—God’s bless- 
ings rested upon our community during our 
revival services conducted at the Center 
Christian Church, which is located three 
miles east of Wingate, Indiana. The meet- 
ings started November 6 and ended Novem- 
ber 20, with an addition of seventeen uniting 
with our church. We were assisted by Mr. 
Sebe Crane, of Wingate, Indiana, as song 
leader. His work was an inspiration to all. 
We begin our meetings at Garfield, Sunday, 
January 8. Pray for us.—H. W. Leap, Pastor. 


NEW YORK 

Albany, December 17—Our pastor was the 
speaker at the union services held in the 
First Presbyterian Church Thanksgiving 
eve. His theme was “The Essence of Thanks- 
giving.” The people’s missionary society had 
charge of the evening service December 4, 
when the annual thank-offering program was 
presented. Miss Bessie Kniffen spoke on 
“The Challenge of Franklinton.” We had 
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our usual snowstorm for Thank-offering day, 
but are happy to say that this year it did 
not detract from either attendance or offer- 
ing, both of which exceeded last year’s. 
Every one’s attention is now focused on 
Christmas. All the Sunday-school classes 
are pledged to special gifts either to Frank- 
linton, Haverhill, or the Near East. On 
Christmas morning, at the Sunday-school 
hour, the Primary and Junior departments 
will present a dramatization of the Christ- 
mas story. At four p. m. the young people 
will present a pageant, “The Adoration of the 
Shepherds and Kings.—Catherine E. Parvis, 
church clerk. 


MICHIGAN 


Pullman, December 18—Last night, Decem- 
ber 18, we closed a four weeks’ meeting with 
the Pullman Church. Notwithstanding the 
bad weather, we had a good meeting, the 
pastor being his own evangelist. The meet- 
ing resulted in twenty-one heads of families 
and five young people uniting with the 
church. We feel as though God has blessed 
us wonderfully in our short stay here of four 
months. We have a new roof on the church, 
all paid for, new collection plates, and a new 
communion set. The church is very much en- 
couraged. Although Pullman is a real pros- 
pective place, it is not a boy’s job by any 
means. There have been so many different 
doctrines preached here, the people hardly 
know what to believe. One thing that added 
to the interest in our meeting was the as- 
sistance rendered by Mr. Lutz, our Sunday- 
school superintendent, as song leader, and 
by Mrs. Lutz as pianist. The music was fine 
every night. — The church has adopted the 
constitution and by-laws that were used at 
the Six Mile Church, Eel River Conference. 
The prospects are good for improvements. — 
Pullman Church has a live wire Ladies’ Aid 
with Mrs. Page as president, also a re-organ- 
ized missionary society with Mrs. Grace Bur- 
rows as president. — I take this opportunity 
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.—R. W. Page, Pastor. 


VIRGINIA 


West Virginia Conference, December 14— 
The West Virginia Christian Conference met 
with the church at Rosendolph in its quarter- 
ly session December 9, 1927, and continued 
until December 10. Conference opened at one 
Pp. m. Devotional service by the president, 
Rev. J. F. Fawley. A general discussion as 
to what steps to take to build up the Chris- 
tian religion followed. Brother G. C. Mce- 
Manus, who has been a pastor in the church 
known as the Saints of God, was present and 
asked to be united with the Christian Church. 
The said brother was united with the church 
by Rev. S. M. Bonner. Afterwards there were 
a number of helpful talks made by the pas- 
tors. On Saturday morning, at ten a. m., con- 
ference opened. Rev. W. G. Brashear con- 
ducted the devotional service. Rev. C. A. 
Engle, who is a pastor in the Methodist 
Church, was present, and was given a seat 
and voice in the conference. Brother G. C. 
McManus was granted license to preach the 
gospel. After short talks from a number of 
the pastors, Rev. C. A. Engle preached a very 
good sermon. Devotional service in the after- 
noon was conducted by Rev. G. C. McManus. 
As a number of the churches have not re- 
ported, there was a general discussion as to 
what move to make to get in touch with all 
such churches. Rev. W. G. Brashear was ap- 
pointed to visit all of these churches and 
see that each church be reported at our next 
conference. As there was to be preaching 
at two o’clock, a motion was made to adjourn 
until the next quarterly conference, which 


will meet with the church at Wolfords Chapel 
on the second Friday in May, 
Bonner, Secretary. 


1928.—-Doc 
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The Metropolitan Christian Convention 


E Metropolitan Christian Convention was 

held at Everett, Pennsylvania, convening 
November 15. On the preceding evening an 
inspirational meeting had been held in which 
the devotions were led by Rev. E. C. Hall, of 
Milford, New Jersey, and a great opening 
address given by Dr. Martyn Summerbell or 
the changes which our day is witnessing in 
the shift from rural to urban population, etc. 
Among the other addresses delivered at the 
convention were those by the president, Rev. 
John M. Williams, one by Home Mission Sec- 
retary Sparks on “Rural Church Opportu- 
nity,” and another by Rev. A. C. Youmans on 
“City Church Opportunity.” Mr. W. R. Sailer 
addressed the convention on “Laymen in the 
Church,” and Dr. W. P. Fletcher qn “The Call 


to the Ministry.” Dr. J. N. Dales spoke on 
“The Starkey Christian Training School,” of 
which he is the dean, and Rev. M. W. Sut- 
cliffe gave an address on “The Community 
Church.” Mrs. A. H. Corwin spoke on “Wo- 
men in the Church,” and Mrs. J. N. Dales on 
“Woman’s Work,” while the closing address 
of the convention was delivered by Dr. W. H. 
Hainer. 

Reports were given by the various secre- 
taries and departments of work. Under the 
report of the survey committee provision 
was made for the elimination of the board of 
polity, for safeguarding our general denom- 
inational interests from encroachments of 
any plans of this convention, for funds to be 
raised for convention purposes by apportion- 
ment on a pro rata basis, approval of the 
church extension revolving loan funds to be 
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encouraged in the several conferencs and as 
a convention and for a commission to pro- 
mote rural work by developing group pastor- 
ates. 

Under the resolutions committee’s report 
hearty co-operation was urged with the sum- 
mer schools. The mission secretary’s recom- 
mendation to raise a thousand dollars a year 
during the biennium for some common pro- 
ject was referred to the executive board. 
Church extension through our constituent 
conferences was unqualifiedly endorsed, and 
support of the Carversville Orphanage by 
assuming responsibility for providing our 
pro rata share of trustees of the New Eng- 
land Convention if that body desires to co- 
operate; and if it does not, to assume entire 
responsibility therefor, the details of the 
plan to be worked out with the present board 
of trustees of the orphanage. ? 

The convention endorsed a plan to enlarge 
the scope of work done at Starkey Seminary 
to make it a junior college. This together 
with the Starkey Christian Training School 
were the major projects of the convention, 
involving the raising and expenditure of a 
large sum of money to provide for a new 
building, equipment, endowment, etc. 

All ten of the conferences of the conven- 
tion were represented except the Southwest- 
ern West Virginia. Considering the extreme 
distance from the center of the territory at 
which the session was held, the convention 
is to be congratulated on the fine showing 
in attendance and spirit.—P. S. Sailer, Secre- 
tary. 


Rey. A. L. Allen 


EV. A. L. ALLEN was born in Albany 

Township, Bradford County, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 5, 1856, and died in Franklin 
Township of the same county and State, 
November 8, 1927. 

His early life was devoted to carpentry 
work until he began the work of the minis- 
try in April, 1916. He joined the Evergreen 
Christian Church when quite young and nev- 
er left his home church. During his years in 
Bradford County, he was president of the 
Southern Bradford Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, trustee and deacon of his own church, 
and superintendent of the Sunday-school. 

He became a member of the Tioga River 
Christian Conference and was ordained to 
its ministry. While there he was secretary 
or president for the entire time. His work 
as pastor covered seven years at East Law- 
rence and four years at First Franklin 
churches. 

In spite of his long illness, he filled the 
desk every Sunday save one, till he was 
called up higher. He much desired not to 
miss the last, saying, “I would rather die 
with the harness on, but my work is done; I 
am going to rest’. 

He leaves to mourn their loss, a wife, a 
daughter, five grandchildren, two brothers, 
and a large circle of friends. 

With loving hands we laid him at rest in 
the Evergreen Cemetery till the Master 
calls. 

ROSE C. ALLEN. 

New Albany, Pennsylvania. 
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Getting the Most Out of the 
Christian Unity Period 


(Continued from page nine) 


During the Christian Unity period, every 
local church in the Christian denomination 
ought to face these questions conscientiously 
and fearlessly. The churches of Jesus Christ 
are realizing today as never before the need 
of concerted action in Christian service. 
But concerted or even federated Christian 
programs are not enough for our day. 
These are only feeble gestures toward the 
realization of the Master’s wish “that they 
all may be one”. 

We are living in a day when we ought to 
look further than church federation invites 
us. We need to look toward the actual real- 
ization of the answer to the prayer of Je- 
sus “that they may be one”. That prayer 
must some day be answered, because the Son 
of God himself prayed it. Why may it not 
be answered in our day? 

Some of the denominations may not at this 
time be ready to do their part in answering 
the Master’s prayer. But there are some 
denominations which are now ready to lead 
out in the merging of their resources and 
their interests in behalf of Christian Union. 
Some denominations must lead the way be- 
fore any others can follow. Naturally they 
will not all move at the same time. 

Our denomination has been measuring it- 
self by itself long enough. It needs now to 
measure itself by the pattern of Christ for 
a United Church. The Protestant churches 
have all been fiddling on the strings of their 
differences long enough. It is time they 
were playing the strings of their common 
interests and common faith. It is time they 
were playing the harmony of a united faith, 
a united love, and a united task. 


How Will It Look? 


T was the last hour of the old year. Five 
girl friends were gathered around the 
grate fire in one of the girls’ homes. The 
proposal to hold a “watch meeting” had been 
made earlier in the day, and the evening had 
been a merry one, helped on by freshly made 
fudge. The frolicsome mood had passed 
now, and the room was growing cold. They 
drew nearer to the fire and talked in low 
subdued tones, glancing from time to time at 
a bronze clock on the bookcase, with its 
warning uplifted hands. 
“It’s been a beautiful year,” one of them 
said, evidently thinking of the twelve-month 








(7 








How in the light of heaven does the Church ever expect to get 
over, if it does not work together? Denominations may be all right 
as units in a whole Church, but they should work together for the 
main objectives of Christianity. Today we have a hopelessly divided 
Church, with all kinds of objectives, all kinds of leadership, and 
most of the objectives are selfish denominational schemes, without 
reference to the real job that confronts us.—Frederick A. Wilmot. 
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past. “It seems like parting with an old 
friend you’ve tried and proved, and—taking 
on one you know nothing about.” 

“If we could only know that the new year 
would be as happy and pleasant for all of us 
as the old one has been,” another girl ob- 
served and there was a little sighing catch 
in her voice. “But that’s just what we 
can’t do. Sometimes it makes me tremble 
all over to think what dreadful things might 
lie hidden hardly a step ahead, and we going 
on, laughing and talking, and never suspect- 
ing it. That’s how it was with Julia Mars- 
den—don’t you remember?” 

There was a momentary lull in the talk. 
Then one of the girls said: 

“That’s merely borrowing trouble. We 
must take things as they come. Ten to one, 
they’ll never come.” 

The voice in the next girl who spoke was 
low and thoughtful. “I got up this morning, 
girls, before it was fairly light. I had a 
troubled dream, and it left me wide awake. 
The lawn was so beautiful under the new- 
fallen snow! Nobody was astir, and there 
wasn’t a footprint to break the pure white- 
ness. When I went to bed I couldn’t bear to 
look at it, all soiled, and trampled and 
smudged up. And it came to me since we’ve 
been talking, girls, that the blank page of 
the new year is something like the snowy 
lawn was early this morning. We haven’t 
tried to write a word, or make a mark, or 
even take the pen in our hands. I’ve been 
wondering how the page will look a year 
from now.” 

“We shall have to wait till time tells the 
story,” one of her companions said. “To do 
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otherwise would be another case of what 
Laura just called ‘borrowing trouble’.” 

“No.” The low, thoughtful voice was posi- 
tive. “This is something that’s in our own 
hands, Marcia, and what happens to us isn’t. 
If we’re ever going to think how the new 
page will look, in our own eyes, and in the 
eyes of God, now is the time—before we’ve 
touched pen or paper. If we use care to- 
morrow morning, and every morning after, 
and every hour of every day, the record will 
be neat and clean, when the year is done. 
There may be tear stains on it, but there 
won’t be unsightly blots.” 


The bronze clock chimed twelve. “Let’s 


try, girls,” Marcia said softly. The others ‘ 


nodded assent.—Selected. 


The Untruthful Child 


’M in despair about Helen,” said Mrs. 
Vaughan to her sister, “for she is grow- 
ing very untruthful, and I have tried every 
means in my power to break her of it.” 
“As what, for instance?” asked her sister. 


“Well, she has been put to bed for it, had 
her mouth washed with soap and water, de- 
prived of her dessert, and everything I could 
think of except whipping. You know, I’m no 
believer in that.” 

“Doesn’t it seem to have ‘any effect?” in- 
quired the other. 

“Not in the least. At first I thought it 
came from fear of punishment, so I would 
talk to her very gently, when I knew she 
had done wrong and was telling a falsehood 
to cover it. I told her, if she would only 
tell me the truth, I wouldn’t punish her at 
all. I’m sure I don’t know what to do, for 
she is such a good child in every respect; 
but this untruthfulness makes me sick at 
heart.” 

“Oh, nonsense!” returned the other; 
“she’ll outgrow it. Most children fib. Still,” 
she added, “if from my limited kindergar- 
ten experience you'll let me try my hand, 
perhaps I can do something.” 

Mrs. Vaughan looked at her dubiously. 

“You know, Nell,” she said doubtfully, “I 
don’t approve of spanking or anything 
harsh.” 

Her sister laughed merrily. “Spanking!” 
she echoed. “Shade of the immortal Froe- 
bel! Why, you don’t dare mention the word 
in a modern kindergarten. Mind you, I said 
I'll try. I don’t promise for sure that I 
could accomplish anything.” 

It happened, not long afterward, that the 
young person under discussion entered the 
room where her mother and aunt were sit- 
ting, with suspicious fruit stains about her 
mouth. 

“What are you eating, dear?” asked the 
mother. “A plum?” 

“Yes, mamma,” admitted the child. 

“Where did you get it?” 

“I picked it up on the street,” was the 
calm reply. 

“Helen, dear,” said her mother, gravely, 
“TI fear my little girl isn’t telling me the 
truth. Didn’t you get it from the kitchen?” 
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to mankind.—Orvis F.. Jordan. 





Denominationalism has lost its spiritual grip; but in the new 
laboratory of the Spirit there may be formed convictions just as 
intense as those which gripped our fathers, and far more helpful 
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“No,” persisted the child; “I picked it up 
on the street.” 

“I’m sorry, dear,” said the mother, “but I 
must ask Maggie if you didn’t take it from 
the kitchen.” 

“Oh, don’t ask her,” exclaimed the child, 
suddenly, “for I forgot. I—lI guess I did.” 

“Aunt Nell,” asked Mrs. Vaughan, sadly, 
turning to her sister, “what would you do 
with a little girl who couldn’t tell the 
truth?” 

Aunt Nell laid her hand on Helen’s shoul- 
der. 

“Helen,” she said gravely, “I’m going to 
ask your mamma not to punish you this 
time.” The girl’s face brightened. “But,” 


she added, “I’m going to let you punish your- | 


self. We won’t wash your mouth, nor stand 
you in the corner, nor make you do without 
dessert; but we won’t believe what you say 
for a week. It isn’t your mamma that’s pun- 
ishing you; it’s yourself.” 

Helen, who had been apprehensive of a 
soapy washcloth or a dessertless dinner, was 
perceptibly relieved, and hurried away to 
play. The week that followed was one that 
she never forgot. It was in vain that she 
begged Maggie for a cookie on the plea of 
being hungry. “I don’t believe you,” was the 
curt rejoinder. It was useless to entreat her 
aunt to come and see the new family of kit- 
tens in the barn. “I don’t believe there are 
any there,” was the careless reply. Even 
her father caught the spirit of skepticism, 
while, when her mother doubted the exist- 
ence of a toothache, Helen felt that her cup 
was indeed overflowing. The week of disbe- 
lief in her word had accomplished what oth- 
er punishment had failed to do, and at the 
end of seven days she threw her arms around 
her mother’s neck. 

“Oh, please believe me now, mamma,” she 
pleaded, “for I’ll never tell a story again, if 
you and papa and auntie’ll only believe me.” 
And she kept her word.—Elsie Duncan Yale, 
in Presbyterian Banner. 


The School of Pain 


HE great souls of the Church have all 

been schooled in hardship. Paul assayed 
to go into Bithynia, but the spirit prevented 
him and turned him northwest from Ephe- 
sus to the straits; he wanted to go into Asia, 
but God sent him to Europe. He came to 
know that the life of faith meant trust in 
God and that prayer was an effort to co- 
operate with God and get his will done, in- 
stead of an effort to get God to do our will. 
Paul was a disciplined personality who had 
learned by pain which were the greater and 
which the lesser values in life. Preparation 
marked by pain and restraint is never an 
easy process. Men take military discipline 


with no little chafing, surrounded with the 
flavoring glamour of army life and martial 
glory. When it comes to the quiet discipline 
of the spirit, we are even more impatient. 
The scholar poring over his page or the 
scientist watching his test tube has a thou- 
sand temptations to throw over the whole 
experiment, counting the result not worth 
the cost. But from a hundred mental crises 
and times of bitter discouragement and con- 
fusion there comes forth the final achieve- 
ment, the hard-won victory. A mother be- 
gins patiently to train her child until the 
day-by-day drudgery wears down her spirit 
and she descends to the plane of common 
scolding. But if she holds fast to her pa- 
tience, it pervades the whole home and 
wins all within it to the same mood. A man 
striving to make ends meet financially, able 
to save only by severe economy, is tempted 
many times to throw up his job and seek 
less honorable but more lucrative employ- 
ment. It is not easy to be industrious, or 
loving, or persevering. The disciplines of 
life are painful. But in all these cases we 
learn by what we suffer how to obey and to 
achieve that dignity and serenity of life 
known only to those who do God’s will.— 
George Stewart, in “God and Pain’ (Doran). 
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We are so made that the necessities of the 
body seem to us more tragic than those of 
the spirit. Until this order of things is re- 
versed we shall still require the sort of edu- 
cation which is being imposed on us.—Gas- 
ton Frommel. 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


year should go away disappointed. And 
second, we want to urge upon every church 
in Ohio to send its pastor to this conven- 
tion. It will not cost your church much, and 
we do not see how it could make a better in- 
vestment than to make its pastor feel that 
it expects him to become a part of such an 
important interdenominational meeting as 
this and that it does not want him to be de- 
prived of the inspiration of this great fellow- 
ship because of either lack of time or lack of 
funds. It will pay both you and him for 
your church to make this generous provision. 


West Manchester, Miami Ohio Conference, 
held a special meeting December 18, with 
Hermon Eldredge as the speaker morning 
and afternoon. In the evening, a similar 
meeting with the same speaker was held at 
Twin Creek, the other church of the pastor- 
ate. Fine audiences were at all services and 
a splendid inspirational spirit. The meet- 
ings were especially to deepen the spiritual 
life of the church and their understanding 
of our denominational lines of work. The 
preceding week the West Manchester Church 
won the prize for the largest number of del- 
egates at the young people’s gathering at 
Eaton, its Sunday-school orchestra of eigh- 
teen pieces furnishing some of the music and 
also playing for the special services spoken 
of above. On a recent Sunday the township 
Sun’ay-school convention held in this church 
proved to be one of the largest and most en- 
couraging of any of its recent sessions. Rev. 
O. E. Babler, the pastor of these churches, 
is invigorating the work, which he carries in 
connection with his studies at Bonebrake 
Theological Seminary. We are glad to know 
that he has been elected as one of the dele- 
gates of this seminary to the Student Volun- 
teer Convention which meets at Detroit this 
week, 

Copies of the January number of the new 
Sunday School Herald have been mailed to 
all Sunday-schools of the church. We wish 
to urge that those schools which are not 
now taking it should carefully examine the 
periodical as it now is; for it has been made 
entirely new, in form and appearance, and 
in no little part in make-up. It now con- 
tains eight pages and they are crowded with 
just the sort of stories and other material 
that our Sunday-school pupils will like and 
ought to have. The greatly improved quali- 
ties of the paper give less excuse than ever 
for the Sunday-schools of the Christian 
Church not to take it. The dissemination of 
our own literature, together with “the in- 
formation which it contains, incidentally and 
purposefully, about our own work is one of 
the most important factors in the life of our 
church. If our children are not taught to 
know something about the Christian Church 
and the breadth of its principles and the 
beauty of its spirit, how can we hope that 
they will care enough for it to serve it with 
sacrificial and lasting devotion when they 
grow up? It is important that our Sunday- 
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schools use our own literature, and the in- 
creasingly high standard of this literature 
leaves no excuse for their not doing so. 


Many of the readers of our various peri- 
odicals will be waiting with great interest 
for the appearance of the first magazine is- 
sue of the new Herald, in which it is com- 
bined with The Christian Missionary and 
The Journal of Christian Education. It will 
be printed next week; but on account of no 
work being done on Christmas and New 
Year’s, and of the extra work in getting 
a new publication under way, it may be a lit- 
tle late in reaching our subscribers. But 
we hope that you will be patient—not only 
in this, but also in the matter of the make- 
up and content of the magazine itself. It 
is some job to marry three periodicals and 
please everybody with what is put in and 
what is left out; but the editorial council is 
doing the best it can to make such adjust- 
ments as will preserve the most important 
features of each so far as it can be done in 
a magazine so combined and edited. We are 


-hoping that its readers will be well pleased 


with it and that it will prove of great value 
to the church and Kingdom. Inasmuch as 








(— >) 
, CREED AND DEED 


HAT care I for caste or creed? 
It is the deed, it is the deed. 

What for class or what for clan? 
It is the man, it is the man. 
Heirs of love, and joy, and woe, 
Who is high, and who is low? 
Mountain, valley, sky, and sea, 
Are for all humanity. 


What care | for robe or stole? 

It is the soul, it is the soul. 

What for crown, or what for crest? 

It is the heart within the breast; 

It is the faith, it is the hope, 

It is the struggle up the slope, 

It is the brain and eye to see 

One God and one humanity. 
—Robert Loveman. 
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this is the last issue in which The Herald, 
in its regular weekly issues, will be permit- 
ted to have twenty-four pages, some of its 
familiar features will probably not appear 
after this number; but we will do the best 
we can with the limited space at our dis- 
posal. And always, of course, we want our 
readers to be very free with their sugges- 
tions—after they have seen the new issues. 
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It does not look well for us to keep count 
of the offenses done against us by our breth- 
ren. There is something of ill nature in 
scoring up the injuries we forgive, as if we 
would allow ourselves to be revenged when 
the measure is full. God keeps an account, 
because. he is the judge and vengeance is 
his; but we must not, lest we be found step- 
ping into his throne. It is necessary to the 
preservation of peace to pass by injuries, 
without reckoning how often—to forgive and 
forget. God multiplies his pardons, and so 
should we—Matthew Henry. 
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Mrs. L. J. Fonville, 
Burlington, N. C. 
Mrs, Elsie Patrick, 
Howe Cave, N. Y. 
Rev. J. H. Clark, 
Ballston Spa, N. Y. 
Mrs. Sarah Reynolds, 
N. Westport, Mass. 

C. E. Booz, 
McPherson, Kansas. 
Mrs. Lydia Utterback, 
Dundas, IIl. 

Inez Wright, 

Sumner, II. 

Mrs. Edna L. Brinson, 
Willow Hill, Tl. 

Gatus N. Betz, 

Celina, Ohio. 

Mellie Swank, 

Marion, Ohio. 

Mrs. S. M. Ellis, 
Cincinnati, Ohto. 

A. J. Dollison, 
Circleville, Ohio. 

M. C. Peirce, 

West Milton, Ohio. 
Gus Heckman, 
Phillipsburg, Ohio. 

W. B. Moon, 

Fletcher, Ohio. 

Mrs. A. F. Moon, 
Conover, Ohio. 


NAME TO THE ROLL? 


Morrill, 

















Reduced Prices 


HYMN BOOKS 


Living Age 
SIX COPIES 








slightly damaged, but substan- 
tially as good for use as any 
Will sell at 


undamaged copy. 
80c a copy, delivered. 


The Christians and the Great 
Commission 
TWENTY-FIVE COPIES 


303 pages—cloth bound—only 


50c per copy. 


Christian Hymnary 
TWO HUNDRED COPIES 


50c each. These are in first-class 
condition, but we are closing out 


the entire edition. 


The Real Billy Sunday 


By Brown 
TEN COPIES 
285 pages — 50c per copy 


Order from 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


219 Souin Ludlow Street, 
Dayton, Ohio 








—_) 











the instinct of insatiate thirst 


There are two opposite instincts in men— 
the instinct for unlimited self-devotion and 


for 


love. 


There is only one relation in which both may 
be absolutely unchecked. As God alone can 
call our absolute trust, so to him alone may 
we give ourselves unstintedly; in him alone 
find our thirst fully quenched.—Henry 
Churchill King. 
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The Christian 
Annual for 1928 


Ready for delivery about 
January 1, 1928 


Price, $1.00 
ORDER TODAY 


Cash With Order 
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Official Information 





F. 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


G. Coffin, 25 N. Van Buren St., Iowa City, 


Isaac Cox, North Webster, Indiana. 
George B. Smith, 2331 Ashland Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Bert Page, Kirklin, Indiana. 


J. 


A. Angel, Kerrville, Texas. 


Guernsey Stephens, R. R. 5, Muncie, Indiana. 
W. M. Sooter, Jr., Letts, Iowa. 


F. 


C. Lester, Waverly, Virginia. 


Iowa. 


L. F. Johnson, 131 Mountain Way, Rutherford, New 


Jersey. 
F. F. Canada, 528 W. Eighth St., Muncie, Indiana. 











Helps for Officers and Teachers 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 


It has been issued for fifty-three years 
with ever increasing popularity and useful- 
ness, which fact 
alone is a won- 
derful ‘argument 
for its value and 
helpfulness. 
Rich in material, 
compre - 
hensive in Re 
scope, practica 
aaa in its treatment; 

ON THE every superin- 
INTERNATIONAL tendent, teacher, 

iacsekeme and scholar will 
find in it his own 
personal require- 
ments. Marion 
Lawrance voiced 
the sentiments 
of thousands 
when he said: 

“How this 
standard com- 


to 

itself 

during all these 

years, growing 

annually strong: 

er and richer, is a marvel to the Sunday- 
school world.” Price, $2.00. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


The previous yearly issues have estab- 
lished this commentary in the minds of 


Sunday-school' teach- 
ers and scholars as a 
most complete and 
useful Sunday-school 
Commentary. The ob- 
ject is, first and all, to 
present the very best 
Commentary on _ the 
lessons, with every 
conceivable help that 
modern science and 
modern methods can 
render. 


Printed in clear, 
plain type with many 
handsome Illustra- 
tions, Maps, Diagrams, 
ete. Price, $2.00. 





A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1928 


By Amos R. Wells, editor of Peloubet’s 
Select Notes 


This book is issued in answer to the de- 
mand for a practical and inspirational di- 
gest of the Uniform Sunday-school Lessons. 
It is concise, with explanatory notes of the 
text, as well as a spiritual interpretation 
and application to modern life, with sug- 
gested subjects for individual thought or 
concerted discussion. Chronological charts, 
maps, and valuable data furnish complete 
help to the busy teacher, Sunday-school 
worker, or Bible student. It is of vest 
pocket size, bound in silk cloth, 128 pages, 
price, 35e. 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home Read- 
ing. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, Practical 
\ Truth, Topic and 
Outline arranged as 
a responsive exercise. 
4.Text also in 
American Revision. 
5. Time. 6. Place. 
7. Parallel Accounts 
- Comments, 9. 
Questions. 10. Prac- 
tical Survey. 11. 
Practical Application. 
12. Blackboard Exer- 
cise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 
14. The Intermediate 
Class. 15. The Jun- 
iors. 16. The Pri- 
mary Class. 17. Maps. 
18. Bible Dictionary, 
i Price, $1.00. 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY | Fisoney | 
SNOWDENS 
SCHOOL BOOK SUNDAY 


SCHOOL 


P tical E itions 
ractica xpos LESSONS 


of the International 
Sunday School Lessons 
of 1926 Improved Uni- 
form Series; Topics for 
Young People and 
Adults. By Reverend 
James H. Snowden. 
Price, $1.25. 




















TORREY’S GIST OF THE LESSON 
“ha. The original Vest 


(4 ust Pocket Companion, 
, | OF THE which has had many 
eg tESSON «os imitators, but no equal. 
& rorety " y As Marion Lawrance 
Z said, “Boiled down and 
pressed, skimmed, 
strained, yet full, gener- 
ous, helpful.” Flexible 

binding, 35e. 


THE MAGAZINE NUMBER 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Is a monthly issue of the merged HERALD 
OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. It contains 
Teachers’ Helps on the International Sun- 
day-school Lessons for each Sunday in the 
month; these are prepared by Mr. Hermon 
Eldredge for the Adults, Senior and Junior 
Classes—while the Notes on the Group 
Graded Lessons are prepared by Mrs. F. E. 
Bullock for the Boys’ and Girls’ Classes, 
and for the Children’s Classes. Then there 
is in every issue Earnest Workers’ Trestle 
Board and special articles for Teachers 
along general Christian Education lines 
and many other useful and interesting 
articles. Every Teacher and Officer of the 
Sunday-school should have the Magazine 
Number. The Sunday-school should include 
it in its quarterly order. 

Single subscriptions $1.00 per year—five 
or more copies to one address 20c each, per 
quarter. 


] The Christian Publishing Association 
DAYTON, OHIO 
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